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THE STUDY AMERICAN MEDICAL HISTORY 
GENEVIEVE MILLER 


Nearly everyone who all interested history not content 
remain passive consumer historical writings. usually stimu- 
lated some research and writing his own, which generally results 
the intensification his original interest. need not be, become, 
professional can any intelligent individual with curiosity 
and the inclination spend part his free time recreating the past. 

precisely such individuals that the vast majority books and 
articles our special field—the history medicine—are written. 
the United States one could count one hand the entire number 
professional medical historians.” Most the work being done 
physicians, nurses, sociologists, students, librarians, and others whose 
efforts the professional historians owe great debt. their spade- 
work the task would unsurmountable. 

Occasionally have the painful duty reviewing book medical 
history which sadly inferior, and sometimes criminal the bargain. 
did not publish honest review, would not true our 
own ideals scholarship, nor our readers, the prospective purchasers 
the book. must warn others that certain facts are simply not true, 
and must try counteract the magic the printed page which tends 
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lend authority the contents. must fight the erroneous ideas which 
slip from one book another never-ending chain. The offended 
author such severely criticized work generally retorts with Those 
professionals think that they’re the only people who can write history.” 
Most often these authors are sincerely well-meaning and conscientious 
people, who unfortunately not know their own limitations. How can 
one possibly research the medical history ancient Greece Rome, 
cannot read word Greek Latin? best can only use 
second hand sources and translations, but then what can contribute? 
The excitement contacting original sources with their freshness and 
colorful qualities entirely lost. History becomes nothing but dry 
rehash what somebody else had said. course one should read the 
ancient authors, even translations, and the local medical group 
interested historical subjects, papers should given which need not 
necessarily based upon original research. However, the publication 
such paper most cases not justified. Too many such papers have 
already been published which are value and contribute nothing 
the subject. one’s work genuine, must learn handle the 
basic tools research before can think any serious studies the 


field. 


Now, obviously, there are very few people today with either the time 
inclination master Greek, Latin, other languages which are indis- 
pensable for attacking most problems medical history the 19th 
century. Our forefathers with their classical training were more fortu- 
nate, and most the best studies medical history the 19th century 
were written physicians their spare moments, for example, Francis 
Adams who translated the works Hippocrates. 

Another limitation the average person who wishes work medi- 
cal history the lack adequate library facilities. Unless one lives 
large city which possesses good and easily accessible medical library, 
there will endless difficulties. Most busy practitioners and others with 
full time employment hospital, medical school library not have 
sufficient free time travel the Army Medical Library, and spend 
several weeks there surveying the literature their subjects inquiry. 
Even with the great aid rendered our modern microfilm and photostatic 
processes and the useful interlibrary loan system, the difficulties are still 
great. Old and rare books are not sent out interlibrary loan, photo- 


stats are expensive, and microfilm, though cheap itself, requires 
microfilm reader. 
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the face these obstacles, many people become discouraged 


refrain from any historical work their own, satisfying their interest 
passive perusal the writings others. young doctor, who had been 
keenly interested medical history while school and had even written 
papers the settles down practise small midwestern 
town. The community library contains, addition the customary 
large number novels, only the Encyclopaedia Britannica, Dictionary 
American Biography, and miscellaneous assortment books history 
and literature, most which are hopelessly outdated. What can do, 
far medical history concerned? 

There large task that and hundreds others like himself can do. 
That task ferret out the basic material means which truly 
comprehensive medical history the United States may written. 
can study the medical history the community which living. 
surrounded source material, both living and dead. can walk 
the court house several blocks away from his office and consult the 
public archives. can talk the older inhabitants the town, some 
whom may remember the earliest days the community, for many 
our towns the middle and far West have been settled not longer ago 
than one life span. can visit the local churchyards and see the church 
records. can uncover old trunks the attics his friends which 
may yield valuable material and pictures means which illustrate 
his papers the medical history the community. need not step 
beyond his county line any expense order pursue his studies. 

But, one might ask, what earthly good would such work be? 
Who the world cares would interested what happened 
Sac City, Medicine Bow, Wyoming Saluda, South Carolina? 
They never had any physicians who did anything outstanding, nor did 
any world-shaking events medical history emanate from within their 
boundaries. study such community might interesting some 
the local inhabitants for antiquarian reasons, because they remem- 
bered personally old Thompson who had run the village general 
store, and the bad epidemic which carried half the town one 
winter. Beyond this, why waste one’s time over such 

true that Thompson individual will probably never 
appear our history books, nor even the epidemic which; although 
was event major importance the town itself and affected very 
deeply the lives its inhabitants, made only the faintest ripple the 
history the entire nation. Nevertheless, study Thompson 
and others like him would bring light innumerable facts which would 
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invaluable picturing the development American medicine and 
medical institutions. For example, how did obtain his medical educa- 
tion? Did one the many proprietary schools St. Louis, 
one the best eastern colleges, was apprentice older 
physician the town? Did certain medical school that region extend 
sphere influence over the surrounding country, that nearly all the 
local practitioners were molded from the same pattern? Did sub- 
scribe many medical journals and which ones? was active 
around 1870, let say, how much did know the European medical 
discoveries which were revolutionize medical theory and practice? 
was aware them, how much did utilize the new learning his 
own practice? Did support the public health movements arising 
that same time and take active part promoting them, did 
remain passive observer? Did crusade for better water supply 
the town, replace the pumps each back yard which often stood near 
the outhouse? How much did participate local political affairs? 

These are only few questions out hundred that could asked. 
obvious that many instances all the answers cannot ascertained 
because the pertinent material has been destroyed, but that not serious 
drawback. There tremendous amount which can brought light, 
one way another. The local newspaper files will generally reveal 
the public aspects person’s career even his private papers are gone. 
Incidentally, the inspection old newspapers one the most fascinat- 
ing tasks the historian. reading them, other way, one 
can project himself into the period which studying, and can experi- 
ence vicariously the manifold activities the community. Often, too, 
newspapers reveal events and activities the life more famous indi- 
viduals which add new episodes our sum knowledge. When Daniel 
Drake made his extensive travels all parts the Mississippi Valley, 
must have visited dozens towns and villages where search the 
newspapers would find mention his may have addressed 
the local medical society have been interviewed the town editor, 
whereby new historical data would revealed that would value. 

While far have chiefly stressed the biographical aspect local 
medical history, this has only been used illustration the sort 
studies which can made, and not necessarily the most im- 
portant. Not just the history doctors, but the medical history the 
town from the broadest possible angle should studied. The lives 
the individual doctors naturally occupy central position the picture, 
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but surrounding them the community itself, upon which, after all, the 
physicians were dependent. What was the people’s attitude towards health 
and disease, did they have confidence their town doctors, did they try 
get well means home How much were they deceived 
the blatant advertisements for patent medicines every fence post? 
What serious epidemics did they have, and from what neighboring town 
were they imported? Were there any midwives the village? When 
hospital was built, were the people afraid it? Again mention 
only few such questions. one the next issues the Bulletin, 
shall have article which will discuss these matters greater detail, 
and will, hope, valuable aid all who work the field. 

Perhaps many readers are still unconvinced. They simply cannot 
understand the value such studies. They may say that only the truly 
great and important deserves remembered, and even that 
practical importance. Soon, they might say, our libraries will full 
such unimportant stuff which one would make any use, and besides, 
the study history sign decadence. One looks backwards instead 
ahead, and result would again find ourself era similar 
that the late Alexandrian period antiquity, where people longer 
forged ahead and made new discoveries, but only compiled and rehashed 
the older writings. 

This viewpoint most usually held those whose concept history 
very narrow one. Educated inferior teachers who could impart 
them nothing more vital than dates, dynastic quarrels, and dreary wars, 
they were not taught observe even the most commonplace object 
event around them with eye its origin. With curiosity for his- 
tory, one’s daily experiences become infinitely more rich and interesting. 
One correlates and understands better. Let give very simple example 
from own experience. grew small city western Penn- 
sylvania, which had besides its Main Street, almost universal phe- 
nomenon, Washington Street, Jefferson Street, Franklin Street, Madi- 
son Ave. and Monroe Street. the time was living there, never 
thought about these street names, and anyone should have asked 
why they were given such names, would have answered that was 
only natural that they should have been named after great Americans, 
especially since the names were very common other nearby towns. 
Now realize that was not necessarily accident imitation 
other towns, that the chief streets were named such way. par- 
ticular town was founded and laid out precisely the period when the 


individuals for which the streets were named were alive the minds and 
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hearts the people. The townsfolk were not merely honoring Presidents 
and great men their country, for Adams’ name conspicuously absent 
they were honoring their heroes. 

The history the United States does not consist the proclamations 
the President, Acts Congress, wars which the country has 
engaged. the sum total the reactions the millions indi- 
viduals who constitute the nation. The present tendency American 
historiography recognize this and develop the picture accordingly. 
General history, and medical history well, comprises the sum total 
thousands individual social forces which through their interaction 
produce the phenomena which historians record. only studying 
the individual forces that true analysis can made. 

need not demonstrated great detail how much basic work re- 
mains done American medical history. far the most extensive 
contribution the field has been Dr. Francis Packard’s History 
Medicine the United States (New York: Paul Hoeber, Inc., 1931. 
vols.), which valuable starting point. But his book deals mainly 
with the eastern portion this country upon which the greater amount 
studies have been made. The more recently settled middle and far 
western states are mentioned only briefly not all, and obvious 
that these gaps must filled before the picture can completed. 
few good state medical histories have been written which Wyndham 
Blanton’s volume History Medicine Virginia noteworthy 
example. the best knowledge the histories only 
have been published separate monographs, ranging all the way from 
the volume work Walsh New York state booklets less than 
hundred pages. states rapid glance through the periodical litera- 
ture reveals that only scanty available. Two this group, 
Arkansas and Georgia, demonstrate awakening interest their medi- 
cal history during the last few years and hoped this trend will 
continue. far Wyoming, New Mexico, Arizona, Mississippi, Mon- 
tana, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Florida are concerned, medical 
history scarcely exists, the studies have been published local journals 


California, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, 
Nevada, New Jersey, New York, North Dakota, Virginia. have overlooked any, 
would appreciate having them brought attention. 

Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas (of which 
history nursing appeared recently), Maine, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Washington, West Virginia, Wyoming. 
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and were not listed general bibliographies such the Index 


the Surgeon General’s Office. Undoubtedly there are many articles 
great value that drop from sight this way. 

certain sections the country today there great enthusiasm 
and interest the study local medical history which has been going 
for some time. The chief group which must mentioned the Ohio 
Committee Medical History and Archives which several years ago 
initiated project study systematically the medical history their 
state. Each year entire issue the Ohio State Archaeological and 
Historical Quarterly devoted the publication their research and 
the Ohio State Medical Journal regularly includes article Ohio 
medical history. similar endeavor the series county histories 
which have been appearing the Journal the Iowa State Medical 
Society. Minnesota Medicine has also been publishing large number 
articles the history that state, and increased activity also noted 
Wisconsin and Louisiana. 

important that these studies made now, while our country 
still young. many regions the original settlers their children are 
still alive and can give first hand information about much that 
wish know. Original papers and correspondence which may thrown 
out the next generation are still available us, and our historical 
accounts will the more accurate because them. pioneering people 
best does not leave many literary records behind when moves from one 
section the country another, and well known how chaotic are 
the archives and public records the early days many communities. 
The surge life across our continent, the populating the vast empty 
tracts land occurred such gigantic speed from the perspective 
history, that often difficult disentangle the details order see 
what really did take place. not find out now, never will 
the future when time has obliterated the remaining vestiges our origins. 

stressing the dearth information certain sections the 
country have conveyed the impression that there work done 
the others, states like New York, Massachusetts, and Virginia, for 
example, should like correct that immediately. true that 
know great deal more the medical history such states, but here 
too there enormous potential reservoir further studies. For the 
most part the existing literature consists obvious subjects such the 
history medical institutions, the biographies leading physicians, the 
history epidemics, etc. Further studies could made the com- 
munity’s attitude the medical profession, public health movements, and 
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similar problems which would increase our knowledge the interplay 
forces American history. Aside from these more general subjects, 
adequate biographies yet remain written some the key indi- 
viduals our early history, men like John Morgan and Benjamin 
Waterhouse. 

For the benefit all who work local American medical history 
with special previous training learning how find their source 
material and similar problems, should like bring their attention 
and strongly recommend very useful booklet, History, How 
Gather It, Write It, and Publish It, Donald Dean Parker recently 
published the Social Science Research Council.* While addresses 
itself amateurs working general history and touches only incidentally 
upon medical history essential included the broader field, 
this booklet invaluable nonetheless. Its excellent bibliographical 
references alone are tremendous aid. One the fundamentals 
historical research knowing how find your material, e., knowing 
which bibliographies, source books and guides are available assist you 
your work. The knowledge such tools saves great deal time 
and effort, and helps relieve the confusion which person feels the 
beginning. Between 1936-1942 the Historical Records Survey 
published extremely useful guides manuscript depositories large 
number states. The average person probably not even aware the 
existence these surveys, which are among the many guides described 
the booklet. 

Aside from the bibliographical value Parker’s book the reader will 
find witty, stimulating account how approach problems local 
history and how evaluate sources once you have succeeded finding 
something about your subject. not dry exposition this and that, 
for succeeds admirably showing the vitality historical research. 
shows how one not engaged rattling dry bones. the contrary 
though history deals with persons and events which can longer 
view face face, nevertheless can view them with our mind’s eye and 
thereby share their experiences. the life the past, can see the 
beginning trends, minor importance then, major importance 
today. can understand why one tendency grew, why another dis- 
appeared, and enrich ourselves through this broader horizon. 


Donald Dean Parker, Local History: How Gather It, Write It, and Publish It. 
Revised and Edited Bertha Josephson for the Committee Guide for Study 


Local History the Social Science Research Council, 230 Park Avenue, New York 17, 
Price $1.00. 
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New Netherland passed from the control the Dutch 1664. The 
future Empire State became the proprietary province New York owned 
the Duke York. 

The little New Amsterdam, founded 1626, the 
mouth the Hudson River which under the Dutch had been mere 
frontier trading post, was destined become the gateway the new 
world. 1690, the population had grown three thousand nine hun- 
dred, and New York City, along with Philadelphia, Boston, Charleston 
and Newport, had advanced the dignity established provincial 

The period under consideration was one which fundamental changes 
took place New York. successful struggle was waged for religious 
freedom. The first printing press was set 1725, followed the 
establishment right free press the trial John Peter Zenger 
1734. The Revolutionary period began 1763. not surprising 
that such dynamic society medicine also should advance. Well edu- 
cated physicians appeared upon the scene, attempts were made regulate 
medical practice, medical society was started, municipal hospital care 
was begun, medical school was established and medical literature 
appeared. Attempts were made control epidemic disease and improve 
sanitation. 

Between 1695 and 1770 some thirty chirurgeons barber chirurgeons 
and seven physicians were granted the small burgher rights the city 
along with butchers, bakers, vintners, cordwainers, chimney sweeps, 
perriwig makers and gentlemen-attorneys law.* Colonization was slow 
the province prior the Revolution because the Duke York followed 
policy which did not foster settlement.* gave away millions acres 
his friends pay off debts. landed gentry combined with the mer- 


Read before The Johns Hopkins Medical History Club, April 1944. 
Bridenbaugh, Carl, Cities the Wilderness, 135, New York, 1938. 
Hist. Soc. Colls., 1871, 22-229. 

Hansen, L., The Atlantic Migration, Cambridge, 1940, 39. 


9 
~ 


CLAUDE EDWIN HEATON 


chants the town and provincial officials form group autocratic 
its way life and with considerable pretensions aristocracy. The 
leading doctors allied themselves with this group. The majority the 
population were poor and had little opportunity better themselves. 
the bottom was large number indentured servants and negro slaves. 

Apparently the outlying districts, the people were glad have any 
sort practitioner. Thus October, 1677, the General Court Assizes 
Huntington, Long Island, licensed Jonas Wood practice the 
following document 


Upon Intimation divers Considerable Cures Chirurgery done severall 
persons Mr. Jonas Wood Huntington, and the great godd hee capable 
doeng that art, but that hee not willing publickely practice without some 
particular licence Allowance from Authority the Law directs. There being 
likewise other Chirurgeon these parts. The Crt have recd full satisfaction 
the abilityes Mr. Wood that faculty, They allow his practice 
Chirurgery which all persons concerned may take notice accordingly.* 


1691, persons joined John Stuard Hempstead, Long Island, 
the following petition the Proprietors and Freeholders the Town: 


The request John Stuard humbly showeth, that much has pleased 
willing settle among you, follow the trade cooper, also practice the 
art surgery. therefore request that you pleased give right 
acres land that tillable, little east the Blue Point, near the Plain 
Edge. the bit that hollow, called the Bloody Hollow, for which shall 
very thankful, and also ready and willing serve you either the arts afore- 
said, far have understanding. 


The care the sick poor was part the patchwork provincial relief. 
The Hospital,” established Dutch times had been pulled down 
prior May 24, 1680.° People were now attended their own homes 
doctors provided the municipality. Thus, early 1687, Dr. 
Johannes Kerbyle was paid five pounds “for looking after poor for 
one similar sum was paid him 1689, for one year’s 
1713, Jacob Provost served City physician for the poor salary 


Col. Docs., XIV, 730. 

Documents Relative the Colonial History the State New York, Albany, 
1856-61, 307. 

Minutes the Common Council the City New York, 1675-1776 (New York, 
1905), 206; II, 68. Referred hereinafter 
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eight The following year the Common Council appointed 
committee consult with the mayor about the building almshouse. 
building city institution, however, the policy sending the 
poor private houses and paying for their care was adopted. Elizabeth 
Burgher was keeper the poor house 1714, when Andrew Roulson, 
blacksmith, being very sick and weak and Object Charity,” was 
sent live under her roof. August, 1714, one Samuel Garrett being 
sick and weak,” was sent the poor house the Mayor, and the 
Mayor’s Court directed that supported untill able work 
for his living,” and that the churchwardens pay the woman the poor 
house for his Support hitherto.” July 1715, the churchwardens 
were ordered pay Elizabeth Burger Keeper the poor house Six 
pounds New York Money for Supplying her with necessaries for the use 
the poor and for her Care and trouble about them for one 

December 14, 1725, the churchwardens were ordered relieve 
“John Ross, Marriner who now poor cripple the Poor House 
until shall Recover his health such measure able labour 
for his livelihood being very sick and object Charity.” 

The town sometimes gave direct relief the sick poor who were kept 
their own homes. Thus the churchwardens were ordered allow 
Mary Holst three shillings and sixpence per week towards Mainte- 
nance her and her Children during her sickness and until she shall 
able work for her livelihood.” August 23, 1715, the churchwardens 
were ordered pay Elizabeth Davis Three Pounds Current Money 
New York Towards paying her Doctor and defraying her Charges 
the Cutting her Brest. She being Object Charity.” 1729, 
the City treasurer was ordered pay Dr. Jacob Moene three pounds 
“for Setting and Curing the broken Leg poor Saylor Named John 
who was Object Charity.” 

Occasionally someone would apply the city for reimbursement 
money spent for medical attention and shelter stranger. July 25, 
1746 one Benjamin Taylor complained the churchwardens that had 
Suffered Very much having one George Reynolds come 
his house the preceding March and after staying night two take 
sick with “the Numb-Palsey which Bereaved him his Sences 
Rendred him altogether The petitioner sued for eleven pounds, 
sixteen shillings and two pence which was for Sundrys Bot for him and 


Original Minutes Mayor’s Court. 
III, 52, 59, Mayor’s Court Minutes, 67, 68, 71. 
483. 
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geting Watchers; Feather Bed Rotted Totally Ruined; Mine 
and Wifes Attendance, House Room, Fire-Wood, candles and 

The petitioner also enclosed bill for medicines administered the 
patient William Brownejohn 


1746 pounds-shillins-pence 


The city fathers sought remove those who were likely become 
expense through illness. April 24, 1722, the churchwardens were 
ordered pay Abraham Price, blacksmith, thirty shillings enable 
him carry out this Province one Thomas Turner lately Servant 
his toward Kent County Pensilvania the place from whence came 
being seized with the Palsie and Object Charity.” 


First 


March, 1736, Workhouse and House Correction was completed. 
was situated the site the present City Hall. the rules suggested 
for the management the Almshouse was decided the Upper 
Room the West End the said House suitable furnished for 
and for other use Out this little infirmary 
room evolved the present Bellevue Hospital. are justified con- 
sidering this the beginning municipal hospital care New York City 
for, Sigerist points out, the municipality gave free medical service 
least few indigent additional building for contagious 
diseases was opened May 15, 1739. 

Tradition has that Dr. John van Beuren, graduate Leyden, was 
placed charge the infirmary annual salary one hundred 


Sigerist, E., Outline the Development the Hospital, Bull. Hist. Med., 
IV, No. 573-581. 
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pounds year. There was probably regular medical attendant until 
after the May 26, 1762, the Common Council paid 


Dr. John Bard seven pounds for Delivering Woman the poor House 
and Attendance her 


THE POOR-HOUSE ERECTED 1735, THE THE PRESENT 
CITY HALL. 


Fig. 

New York’s First Hospital. 
Dr. Peter Middleton spoke the poor house public receptacle 


the medical treatment was doubtful whether Reproach 


EpUCATION 


Dr. John Bard was the leading practitioner New York prior the 
Revolution and was perhaps the first private teacher medicine the 


Stanford, J., Divine Benevolence the Poor, Etc., Y., 1816, 21. 


Middleton, Peter, Medical Discourse, New York, 1769, 59. 
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town. Along with Dr. Peter Middleton performed the first dissection 
1750 for the instruction the young men then engaged the study 
medicine.” 

The following letter Henry Lloyd indicates that trained ap- 
prentices 


Dear Sir: 

You some time ago wrote behalf Mr. Cooper’s son Oyster Bay 
acquainting that was the desire the Father and agreeable the sons Inclyna- 
tion that should brought our Profession. still the desire the 
Young Man and Terms can with would now very well suit 
take him. should glad hear from you this occasion. 


Your affectionate Humble Servt, 
Jn. Bard. 


The earliest printed announcement lectures anatomy this 
country appeared the New York Weekly Postboy January 27, 1752, 
over the name Thomas Wood, Surgeon, who announced that would 
give course Osteology and Myology” the following month, 
the City New Brunswick.” find evidence that this course was 
actually given. 

Dr. Samuel Clossy gave course anatomy and pathology beginning 
November, 1763—forty-four evening lectures cut short their com- 
pleteness due the fact that only two subjects could provided for 

Three days after Dr. Clossy started his private lectures anatomy the 
following news item appeared the York Gazette, November 28, 


Tom, negro man slave, condemned the last Assizes for attempting Rape 
Mary Ryan, Child, was executed Fresh Water. The Mob was incensed, 
after was turned off, that the Officers could not stand their Ground from the 
Snowballs, Stones, &c. thrown him; thus, were obliged leave him their 
Brutality: After they cut him down, they dragged his Body through some the 
streets; when the great good Conduct single Gentleman soon put stop 
their Inhumanity, seizing the Corpse, and ordering interred, judiciously 
Knowing the Law was fulfilled the Execution, and consequently that the Publick 
ought therewith contented. But said the Body has since been taken up, 
and likely become Raw Head and Bloody Bones, our Tribe Dissectors, 
for the better Instruction our young Practitioners. 


Attempts were being made this time found medical school 
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connection with King’s College. Dr. Clossy was anxious teach anatomy 
the college. Some the difficulties the way were set forth letter 


John Watts, Governor the College, General Robert Monckton, 
dated May 16, 1764: 


shall not fail make use your name with the Governors the College 
favour Doctor Clossy whenever seasonable it, present not, 


AN INTERRUPTED DISSECTION. 


Fig. 


there opening for Anatomical Lectures, the Students are few the funds 
overcharged, besides have many the Faculty allready destroying his 
Majesty’s good subjects, that the humour people are, they had rather one half 
were hanged that are allready practicing than breed New Swarm addition 
the old, say ’tis the way have abler practitioners, will help them 
doubt, but bad enough (of Conscience) are the best breed here. Another 
Obsticle stands the way too, Sir James (Jay) who their Mendicant Home 
has been very successful, propos’d Branch this kind Education, but don’t 
find relished all, tho’ might not serve him, might disserve another, 
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throwing his Name pretentions the way, however shall not unmindful 
the Doctor (Clossy) when any Nail will 


EPIDEMICS AND QUARANTINE 


The outstanding problem the medical profession had face this time 
was the frequent occurrence serious outbreaks epidemic disease. 
Dutch times general epidemic” had broken out August 1655 and 
again the summer 1659 there was epidemic painful and 
long, lingering 

The first epidemic occur during the English Colonial period was 
unusuall 1668 which was fatal that the newly arrived 
Governor Dongan ordered fast day. The disease which Noah Webster 
called Autumnal bilious fever its infectious form” was probably yellow 

The Reverend Samuel Megapolensis took mystical view the situa- 
tion although had spent three years Harvard and had studied 
medicine Leyden. find him writing friend September, 


The Lord begins deal judgement with his people. has visited with 
dysentery, which even now increasing virulence. Many have died it, and 
many are lying sick. appears God were punishing this land for its sins. 


The Domine evidently held the current belief the influence the 
planetary bodies disease, for recalled with foreboding that terrible 
comet had appeared the West the year before, little above the 
horizon, with the tail upward and hanging over this 

Stephanus van Cortlandt writing Dirck Sieken January, 1684, 
mentions the prevalence fatal sickness 


Mostly children, the old (pain) the side and fever and the young colds 
and fever, that hardly day passes but someone buried.” 


Smallpox appeared New York City October 16, 1689 and led 
the earliest quarantine provisions made the port city, follows 


William Lynes Master ship Anne Catherina arriving here from Nevis 
with parcell negroes whereof some have small pocks Ordered that all which 
are sound Body may landed cleaning themselves sufficiently those which 
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are sick Landed Mile thereabouts from the City Permit none 
come them but doctors Chirurgeons 


May 18, 1702, Cornbury wrote the lords trade that “the small 
Pox very much here, but except that the Province very healthy.” 
This relatively pleasant state affairs did not last long for during the 
summer disastrous epidemic yellow fever broke out. September 
17, 1702, the Governor and Council Kingsbridge ordered proclama- 
tion issued convoking the assembly meet Jamaica, Long Island 
account the sickness New York and adjourning the Supreme 
Court the same place. was decided issue proclamation regarding 
the quick burial persons dying from the malignant distemper” and 
weekly day fast and humiliation was appointed. The authorities pro- 
hibited the burning lime and oyster shells, and also the distilling rum 
which were supposed cause the spread the 

Ten days later Cornbury reported the lords trade “in ten weeks 
time, sickness has swept away upwards five hundred people all ages 
and sexes. Some men note and amongst the rest Captain Stapleton 
dyed two days ago, was Commander her Majestys Ship Jersey and 
brought into this Province.” 

meeting the Common Council held September 29, only the 
recorder, one alderman and three assistants were present. The former 
Mayor, Thomas Noell, was the point death, the alderman the 
South Ward, Brandt Schuyler was already dead. The rest the aldermen 
and assistants were very sick the country avoid the Pestilential 
distemper.” The Common Council agreed upon treasurer for the next 
year and noted the minutes that the smallness the board was due 
the fact that Almighty God hath for our Manifold sins and 
profaneness been pleased Visit att this time with great sickness and 
Mortality whereby great numbers the Cittizens this Corporation are 
Dead and Many att this time lye Languishing Condition.” 

September 30, 1702, George Keith, M., missionary from the 
Society for Propagating the Gospel, preached the request Mr. Vessey, 
“at the Weekly Fast, which was appointed the Government, reason 
the great Mortality that was then New York, where above Five 


208. 
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May 12, 1768. 


ARVERTISEMENT. 


fold the living Mew York, all toge- 

and province Mew-York, called Hyde Park, Pur- 
River, along which extends three Miles and Quarter; and 
the fouthward and eaftward, the 3600 
acres. The traé general filled with good timber, fit 
for flaves, and lumber all and abounds 
great part the up-land exceeding good for grain grafs, 
and has fome valuable improvements the fouth- 
ward, LARGE WELL IMPROVED with good houfe, large 
new barn, young orchard between 600 apple trees, moftly 
grafted fruit, and bearing order; between and acres rich 
meadow ground, fit for the and about 150 acres up-land 
cleared and tilling There belonging the faid three 
good landing-places, (particularly one the above farm) where the 
can lay clofe large flat rock, which forms 
natural and which exceeding fit place for ftore, 
good road may eafily made from through the tract into the 
Partners, which now fine wheat country. The title warranted 


the BARD. 


Fig. 


Courtesy the New York Historical Society. 
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Hundred died the Space few weeks; and that every Week, about 
Seventy December the sickness was quite 

large number Palatines were quarantined Nutten Island 
June 13, 1710, order the Provincial Council because the many 
contagious distempers among them.” 


INOCULATION AGAINST SMALLPOX 


Every one continued live dread the smallpox. June 20, 
1718, the State Assembly considered passing bill prevent the land- 
ing any person sick the Smallpox, Measeals, any other pestilential 
infectious Distemper, and prevent the spreading the same, the 


City New quarantine act was passed, however, until May 


Cases smallpox continued appear the town with alarming fre- 
quency and the authorities continued combat the disease with the only 
two methods their disposal, isolation and quarantine. May 1725, 
the churchwardens were ordered Visit Lena Spriggs and her children 
who lie very ill the Bloody Flux (as said) and they find true 
remove them Some Convenient Place out the Town Prevent 
That same month smallpox patient was landed from ship 
from Madeira, and the Council ordered investigation, and adopted 
quarantine 

Cadwallader Colden opposed inoculation his correspondence with 
Douglass who was waging fight against New England. March, 
1725, the New York quoted Philadelphia writer saying that 
inoculation for smallpox beginning favorably considered there 
and case was cited show “how groundless all those extravagant 
Reports are, that have been spread through the Province (of New York) 
the contrary.” 

Perhaps the earliest attempt the officials protect business 
minimizing danger the disease occurred this time. June 12, 
1731, the Common Council passed the following resolution 


Whereas some Evil disposed Persons for their own private Lucre and gain, have 
Industriously Spread Report about the Country that the Small Pox prevails 
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within this City, whereby deter the Country from Coming Markett 
and Negotiate their Other Lawfull Occasions. These are therefore Certifie 
and declare that the Said Report Fake and Groundless, and that Strict 
search and Enquiry made all the Physicians, Surgeons and Apothecaries 
could Conveniently gott together throughout the same. find there are but 
two Persons this City who have that disease (the Small Pox) who are almost 
well thereof and out Danger and that the Provident and Early care that has 
been taken prevent Infection has hitherto had its desired Effect; and that all 
possible Caution and will taken prevent the spreading Contagion and 
this, forthwith Printed the New York 


August 23, the New York noted that “the smallpox now 
spreads this city pretty The disease was thought have been 
introduced the preceding May when was reported 
have brought negroes from Jamaica who had smallpox. August 28, 
the assembly decided defer consideration matters before because 
meetings the house had grown “very thin, and more likely grow 
thinner than fuller, Reason that the Small-pox are very rief the City 
New York, Distemper which least the Members never had.” 
September 30, Rip van Dam again adjourned the assembly because 
the smallpox, which was now spread amongst and such adjourn- 
ments were repeated later, both him and the newly arrived governor, 
William Crosby, until August 

letter from New York dated August 20, 1731, stated that the only 
news “the melancholy Scene little Business, and less Money. The 
Markets begin grow thin; the Small-pox raging very violently Town, 
which, measure, hinders the Country People from supplying this 
Place with Provisions. have not yet heard that any Persons have gone 
out Town for Fear it. The last week they began which 
Practice have reason believe will very much followed: The Dis- 
temper has been long time very favourable, but now begins the 
Confluent Kind and very Mortal.” 

September the New York printed Extract from the 
Philosophical Transactions the Royal Society, Procuring the Small- 
pox Inoculation, Dr. Timinius.” (sic) This was the same descrip- 
tion the inoculation which Cotton Mather had run across 1721, and 
ten years later the New York Press was frightened into publishing it. 

James Alexander wrote Colden December, 1731 that Inocula- 
tion takes mightily upon Long however, did not change 
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his opinion. April 27, 1732, wrote his father the Smal 
had been Some New York with but was not 
inclinable use that 


The value inoculation was recognized the educated members 
the community, but the danger communicating the disease others 
this method was also realized. Peter Lancey, writing Colden 
June 25, 1738, said that his wife who had just been inoculated would 


have written “but was affraid the infection mought her letters 
carried up.” 


New-York, November 
Buried inthis City Week, England 


City, and for fome Weeks was very favourable, and few the 
weekly, the Number both Whites and Blacks were 
buried this City, which find, that from the 23d 
Auguft which two Months and there was 


Chureh England 229, 
Church, 212, 
French Church 
Church 
Presbyreriaus 16, 
Quakers 
Baptifts I> 
all 478. 
Blacks inall 71, 
and blacks, all 
Fig. 


From the New York 1731. 


The smallpox epidemic 1731 was very severe. Business was 
standstill and contributions were asked for the relief the poor. The 
ferryman asked the Common Council for the abatement the annual 
rent because his business was reduced nothing and his family distress. 
The rent was reduced fifty pounds. Van Dam writing the lords 
trade November stated that since the taking the census for this 
year “near eight hundreds are lost the small pox, and daily more 
August November 15, period two months and 
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three weeks there were 478 whites and blacks, 549 all buried 
according the weekly figures published the New York 
late December 29, Van Dam letter the lords trade stated that 
the province mightily afflicted with the Small pox tho’ not 
mortal when had the honour former acquaint Your Lord 
pps herewith.” 

Bedloe’s Island was made the first quarantine station June 27, 1738, 
after the Council examined shipmasters concerning the smallpox and 
Informations that the Small Pox was pritty Rief South 
Carolina, and that purple Spotted fever began Spread there.” 
Dr. Roeliff Kiersted was appointed Doctor and Physician 
board such vessels shall come into this Port Harbour Bay,” exe- 
cute the order Council. Dr. Kiersted was still acting quarantine 
officer 

June 1747, Governor Clinton issued proclamation strictly 
prohibiting and forbidding all and every the Doctors, Physicians, 
and Practitioners Physick, and all and every other person 
within this Province, inoculate for the small-pox any person persons 
within the City County New York, pain being prosecuted 
the utmost rigor the 

Since New York was chiefly shipping center, the frequent occurrence 
epidemics seriously interfered with trade. The authorities made con- 
stant efforts allay the fears the people and this effort often 
obtained the cooperation the medical profession. The following docu- 
ment illustrates this, and also, who some the doctors were this 

whose names are hereunto subscribed, being Practitioners Physick the 
said City New York, hereby certifie, and make known all whom these 
Presents shall come may concern, That the Fever that this city was lately 
visited with, very greatly abated and that there are but few persons present 
Sick this City. And further certifie That not know any Person 


Persons whatsoever this City, that has the Distemper called Small Pox. 


Witness whereof have here unto subscribed our Names this 10th day 
October, 1745. 


Archibold Fisher, Joseph Bruning, 
Isaac Dubois, David Hay, 
William Beekman, William Brownejohn, 


Documents Relative the Colonial History the State New York, Albany, 
1877-83, 929, 930. 

Cal. Council Minutes, 332, 343. M.C.C., IV, 429, 430. 

New York Post-Boy, March 1744. 

The Medical Register the City New York, New York, 1867, 230. 


q 
q 


26 CLAUDE EDWIN HEATON 
William Blake, Kimmena, 
William Hewcott, Roelef Kiersted, 
Abraham Van Vleck, John Van Buren, 


Alexander Moore. 


The General Assembly took steps toward the establishment 
quarantine Bedloe’s Island May 1755 enacting that “all 
Vessels having the Small Pox, Yellow fever other Contagious Dis- 
temper Board and all Persons Goods and Merchandizes Whatsoever 
coming imported Such Vessels and all Vessels coming from any 
place infected with such Distempers Shall not come into any the Ports 
Harbours this City Nearer the same City than the Island 
Commonly called Bedlows Island, And shall obliged make their 
Quarantine there.” 

May proclamation was issued ordering that quarantine regu- 
lations observed and May 25, John Bard, surgeon New 
York,” was appointed examine all vessels suspected having any 
contagious diseases board. 

find the probable first recognition that typhus was arriving the 
port about this time. Dr. John Bard’s son, Dr. Samuel Bard recalled 
later years that Just before, and what gave occasion the appointment 
the New York, about the year 1758 ship 
crowded with Germans arrived very sickly state and were put under 
father’s care. procured accommodations for the sick little 
distance from town, the disease called ship jail fever, but never 
yellow fever.” 

February 18, 1758, Bedloe’s Island was purchased for 1,000 pounds 

March 24, 1758, the administration the quarantine was trans- 
ferred from the city the province. serious epidemics occurred 
during the remainder this period although smallpox continued 
ever present danger. Inoculation would permitted for interval 
and then forbidden. 


LITERATURE 


The advancement medicine contingent, course, upon general 
cultural improvements. New York City did not compare favorably 
cultural center with Philadelphia Boston. The interests the town 
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were mainly Compared the old European centers the place 
was still frontier outpost. Nevertheless, there are definite indications 
advancement medicine this time. 

The statement that there were only ten men the colony 1741 who 
had the advantage college education, first made has 
often been repeated. This hardly seems possible count the clergy 
who were perhaps the best educated group. Among the members the 
medical profession this period there was number who had enjoyed 
the advantages sound university education. John Nicoll, Cadwallader 
Colden, Sir James Jay, and Samuel Bard obtained their medical degrees 
Edinburgh. John Jones obtained the degree doctor medicine from 
the University Rheims after extensive training Edinburgh, London 
and Paris. Richard Bayley studied London under John Hunter. Among 
the graduates from Leyden were Samuel Staats, John Van Buren, Isaac 
Dubois, Johannes Kerfbyle, John Van Brugh Tennent, Gerardus Beekman 
and his son William Beekman. John Dupuy studied France did his 
son John, also physician. 

The colonial doctors were well supplied with the standard European 
medical books the day. Colden was extensive buyer medical and 
other scientific books. find him writing London for Anything 
New Medicine which much and Salmon’s London Dis- 
pensatory. Another order requested Clere’s Histoire Médecine, 
Boerhaave’s Artis Medice Principes, Nuck’s Operationes Experimenta 
Chirurgica. Colden apparently became weary his contemporaries’ incli- 
nation systematize, for another letter his London bookseller after 
ordering Ramazzini’s Opera, writes, dsire for the future you will 
send mee none these that write whole systems Physic books 
Receipts unless they perticularly Dr. Graham nor noe 
second Editions because probablie may have the first.” 

The library the New York Academy Medicine has Dutch trans- 
lations manuscript Sylvius’ Medicae, first published 
1672-1674. The earlier one bears the signature Gerardus Beekman 
with the date 1674. The second manuscript copy his father’s book 
William Beekman, dated 

The first medical writings appear were published the newspapers. 
February 16, 1735, the New ork Weekly Journal published clinical 
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description the disease the Throat that has made such 
Desolations the Country.” The anonymous author was the Rev. 
Jonathan Dickinson New Jersey. 

February 17-24, 1735, The New York Gasette reprinted from the 
Boston description New Distemper the East Parts 
New England,” signed Esculapius. According Caulfield this the first 
printed description unquestionable diphtheria appear America.** 
The same issue the New York published receipt medicine 
“for the Cure the Sore Throat, which being spread these parts.” 
The throat distemper 1735-40 was not prevalent New York City 
was New England although Colden observed scattered cases 
the Hudson Valley and appeared Long Isiand. 

1743-44, Colden’s observations the yellow fever, which prevailed 
New York during 1741 and 1742, were published the New York 
Weekly Post-Boy (No. 49, 50, 51). This was perhaps the first publication 
dealing with public health New York. The author argued that even 
yellow fever was imported from abroad was still necessary keep the 
city clean and urged that sanitary duties placed the hands the 
corporation rather than left private 

letter addressed Hugh Gaine from Dr. Jacob Ogden Jamaica, 
Long Island, the Malignant Sore Throat, dated October 28, 1769, 
appeared the New York Gazette November 

Two contributions New York physicians were published London 
during this period. The first was extract letter from Cadwallader 
Colden, Esq., Dr. Fothergill, concerning the Throat Distemper—which 
appeared Medical Observations and Inquiries, London, 1757, Vol. 
211. This was reprinted the American Museum, III, 53-59, 1788. 

The second contribution was entitled Case extrauterine foetus, 
described Mr. John Bard, Surgeon New York; letter Dr. 
John Fothergill, and him communicated the Society. Read March 
24, 1760.” This was published Medical Observations and Inquiries, 
London, 1762, Vol. II, 369-372. 

Three books English authors were reprinted New York prior 
the Revolution. abstract from Bishop Berkeley’s Treatise Tar- 
water was reprinted 1749. John Wesley’s Primitive Physic was 
reprinted 1769 and William Cadogan’s Dissertation the Gout 
1772. 
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Perhaps the earliest work medicine printed New York, according 
Gertrude Annan, pamphlet reprinted John Zenger 1731, 
entitled abstract the Patent granted His Majesty King George 
Benj. Odell, the medicine, called Dr. Bateman’s Pectoral 
Drops; together with Short Treatise the Virtues Dr. Bateman’s 
Pectoral 

The following list New York imprints books colonial 
authors, published prior the Revolution: 

Douglass, Account the Throat Distemper, Letter 
from Wm. Douglass Boston, To— New York. New York: 
Printed John Peter Zenger: 1740. 

Tennent, John—An Essay the John Tennent. Wil- 
liamsburg, Printed: New York: Re-printed and Sold James Parker, 
the New Printing-Office Hanover-Square: 1742. 

Middleton, Medical Discourse, Historical Inquiry into 
the Ancient and Present State Medicine: the Substance which was 
delivered opening the Medical School, the City New-York. 
Peter Middleton, and Professor the Theory Physic King’s 
College. New York: 1769, Hugh Gaine. 

Bard, Discourse upon the Duties Physician, with some 
Sentiments, the Usefulness and Necessity Public Hospital: deliv- 
ered before the President and Governors King’s College, the Com- 
mencement, held the 16th May, 1769. Advice those Gentlemen 
who then received the First Medical Degrees conferred that University. 
Samuel Bard, Professor the Practice Medicine King’s 
College. New-York: Printed Robertson, the Corner 
Beaver-Street, 1769. 

Bard, Samuel—An Enquiry into the Nature, Cause and Cure, the 
Angina Suffocativa, or, Sore Throat Distemper, commonly called 
the Inhabitants this City and Colony. Samuel Bard, and 
Professor Medicine King’s College, New-York. New York: Printed 
Inslee, and Car, the New Printing-Office Beaver-Street, 


1771. 

Jones, John—Plain Concise Practical Remarks the Treatment 
and Fractures; which added, short Appendix Camp 
and Military principally designed for the Use young 
Surgeons, North-America. John Jones, Professor Surg- 
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ery King’s College, New-York. New-York: Printed John Holt, 
Water-Street, near the Coffee-House, 1775. 
This was the first American book surgery and military surgery and 


must have been extensively used the young surgeons during the war 
for few copies have survived. 


LEGISLATION 


The year after the English took control New York the so-called 
Duke’s Laws were enacted kind fundamental code for the colony. 
The provisions related the practice medicine: 


That person persons whatever employed about the bodys men, women, 
children for the preservation life health chirurgeons, midwives, physi- 
cians, others, presume put forth exercise any act contrary the known 
approved rule art each mystery occupation, exercise any force, violence, 
cruelty upon towards the body any, whether young old, without the 
advice and consent such are skilful the same art (if such may had) 
least some the wisest and gravest then present, and consent the patient 
patients they mentis compotes, much less contrary such advice and con- 
sent, upon such severe punishment the nature the fact may deserve; which 
law, nevertheless, not intended discourage any from all lawful use their 
skill, but rather encourage and direct them the right use thereof, and 
inhibit and restrain the presumptious arrogance such as, through confidence 
their own skill any other sinister respects, dare boldly attempt exercise any 
violence upon towards the body young old, one another, the prejudice 
hazard the life limb man, woman 


According Toner, the first well-considered act regulating the practice 
physic the colonies was act regulate the practice physick 


and surgery the City New York, passed June 10, 1760 which read 
follows 


Wheras many ignorant and unskilful persons physick and surgery, order 
gain subsistence, take upon themselves administer physick and practice 
surgery the city New York, the endangering the lives and limbs 
their patients, and many poor and ignorant persons inhabiting the said city, who 
have been persuaded become their patients, have been great sufferers 
for preventing such abuses for the future— 

enacted his honor the lieutenant-governor, the council, and the gen- 
eral assembly, and hereby enacted the authorities the same, That from 
and after the publication this act person whatsoever shall practice physi- 
cian surgeon the said city New York before shall first have been 
examined physick and surgery, and approved and admitted one His 
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Majesty’s council, the judges the supreme court, the King’s attorney-general, 
and the mayor the city New York for the time being, any three 
more them, taking their assistance for such examinations such proper person 
persons they their discretion shall think 


July 27, 1716, the Common Council passed ordinance regulate 
the practice midwives. oath was required them that they would 
not Leave the poor Woman the Rich,” commit various other 
and unfaithful acts enumerated the 


OBSTETRICS 


The care given women childbirth this period was almost entirely 
the hands midwives. the New York for January, 1769, 
find Mrs. Fisher, near Whitehall, advertising her services midwife. 

There some evidence men taking part obstetrics. Thus the 
New York for December 16, 1751, refers Doctor Peter Billings 
experienced physician and man-midwife” but William Douglass 
says that was notorious quack who specialized quick cures for 
venereal diseases and sold medicines prevent the yellow fever and the 
West Indian dry gripes. 

Around 1760, Doctor Guischard, surgeon from Paris, advertised that 
“he experienced women’s delivery, and will with the help the 
Lord,” prove himself serviceable their extremity. 

The New York Post-Boy for August 1745, contained the following 
notice: night, Sunday, July 21st, died the prime life the 
almost universal regret and sorrow the City, Mr. John Dupuy, D., 
and man midwife, which loss may truly said, Goliah’s 
‘there was none like unto 

The first professorship this country devoted solely obstetrics was 
established King’s College 1767, with Tennent the first 
professor. 

The poor and homeless were delivered the Almshouse where there 
was official midwife. difficult cases doctors were undoubtedly called 
was Dr. John Bard one occasion. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY 


Dr. Colden letter unknown date William Douglass Boston 
wrote, wish that certain number Men would enter into Volun- 
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tary Society for the advancing the spring 1764, 
Colden made similar proposal Benjamin Franklin who answered that 
the society far relates Philadelphia actually formed, and has 
had several meetings mutual Franklin had pointed out 
the previous year pamphlet entitled Proposal for Promoting Useful 
Knowledge Among the British Plantations America that The first 
drudgery settling new colonies, which confined the attention people 
mere necessaries, now pretty well over,” and urged Americans 
cultivate the finer arts and improve the common stock knowledge 
including medicine. 

There evidence that medica! society had been formed New York 
during the first half the eighteenth century for the library the 
New York Academy Medicine there manuscript notebook which 
belonged Dr. John Bard bearing the date 1749, the first paper which 
entitled, Essay the Nature Malignant Pleurisy that 
Proved Remarkably Fatal the Inhabitants Huntington, I., and 
some other places Long Island, the winter the year 1749, drawn 
the request Weekly Society Gentlemen New York, and 
addressed them one their meetings.” 

Dr. Peter Middleton his introductory lecture the opening the 
medical school King’s College 1769, pointed out the advantage 
the profession the institution societies, well regulated associations 
gentlemen, for promoting the honor the profession and adds And 
permit add, one the many instances the utility these 
societies, that whatever merit there the present institution, was 
first planned and concluded upon medical society now subsisting 
this place, and may long 


THE REVOLUTIONARY ERA 


The Revolutionary period followed the French and Indian War which 
ended with the victory the Plains Abraham 1763. The Stamp 
Act was passed 1765 and now began the struggle rising middle 
class for economic liberty, for freedom from the restraints British 
mercantilism. The Revolution was won this period the common 
people before the fighting actually began. New York, the class struggle 
was sharper than any other colony. 

The leading doctors allied themselves with the rich merchants, the 
landed proprietors, the colonial administrators and the Anglican clergy 
who controlled King’s College. The liberal element was composed the 
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small shopkeepers, the laborers, the dissenting clergy and the representa- 
tives the people the assembly. These people were children the 
Enlightenment; they were putting into practice the natural rights phi- 
losophy their seventeenth century Puritan forebears, the philosophy 
John Locke. The fruit this struggle was the Constitution the United 
States, including the Bill Rights. 

The majority the leading doctors New York were Tories 
Loyalists. Sabine mentions Samuel Bard, Richard Bayley, and Samuel 
Clossy Toner puts mildly when states that New York 
perhaps had fewer physicians who took interest political affairs than 
any the other colonies equal population. Among the physicians 
prominent the annals New York medicine who took prominent 
part the revolution may mentioned—John Jones, Charles McKnight, 
John Cochrane and Malachi Treat. 

With the opening the war for independence, New York became 
occupied city for seven years. When the struggle ended the soil had been 
prepared for century unprecedented technicological growth and for 
the advancement medicine free men. 


Sabine, L., The American Loyalists, 1867. 
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insight into the status medicine colonial New Jersey imme- 
diately prior to, during and immediately following the War Inde- 
pendence, may gleaned examining colonial newspapers this 
period. voluminous collection such material available The New 
Jersey Archives, exhaustive and scholarly series works published 
the State New Jersey under the auspices the New Jersey His- 
torical Society. These volumes were published series form from 
before the turn the century until recent years. 

Today, when only quacks advertise their healing prowess the public, 
one amused upon reading the ads and testimonials offered our 
legitimate predecessors colonial times. 

The following appeared the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 2008, dated 
June 18, 


The Subscriber begs leave inform the Public, that has removed from 
Burlington the City Philadelphia, Almond-street, few Doors from the 
Blue Bell, Society-Hill, where proposes practice all Branches Physic 
and Surgery. undertakes particularly cure, with small Expense and Pain 
the Patient, Cancers and Wens, without cutting them, the King’s Evil, venereal 
Disorders, without Sallivation; Rupture, Strangury and Stone; and has had 
great Experience and Success all the above Diseases, hopes, the divine 
Blessing, able give Relief any distressed Persons, afflicted with them, 
that shall apply him. takes Patients into his House, and boards and lodges 
them, desired. 


WIRE. 


Not bad list accomplishments! note that the good doctor’s home 
was also used sort hospital and sanitorium. 

That Dr. Yeldall’s free advice was not entirely unappreciated may 
seen from the following Dunlap’s Pennsylvania Packet, No. 187, 
May 22, 1775:? 


XXV. 392. Key: Letter “A” refers First Series New Jersey Archives. 
Letter “B” refers Second Series New Jersey Archives. Roman numerals refer 


volume numbers. Arabic numerals refer page numbers. 
133-4. 
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DOCTOR YELDALL, 


Has for Sale, his Medicinal Ware-House, three doors from the Bank-Meeting- 
House Front-street, most kinds medicines, both chemical and galenical. Like- 
wise most patent medicines now use, which may depended genuine; 
together with the Doctor’s Family Medicines, which are well known most parts 
the continent and where any person the country may, sending account 
their disorder, either writing otherwise, have advice and medicines the 
nature their complaint may require. Those that live the city may waited 
their houses, and due attendance given through the cure their disorder, 
the most moderate terms. Advice given gratis all who chose apply; 
and none will undertaken but where there probability success. 

For the benefit others, made public, that Alexander Martin, King’s- 
woods country, New-Jersey, was afflicted with consumptive disorder for upwards 
three years. applied every man skill that could, but purpose; 
and when money and strength were gone, they desired might the hos- 
pital Philadelphia, where continued upwards three months, went through 
course mercury, and tried many other things vain, and length was dis- 
charged. then applied Doctor Yeldall, who, short time, recovered 
perfect health. 


ALEXANDER MARTIN. 


John Vorhees publically expressed his appreciation his physician 
the New-York Journal, No. 1716, Nov. 23, 1776 follows: 


Sir: After the discouragement met with from Surgeon the first practice 
your City, have reason thank God that was sent you, whose hands 
have experienced cure one the worst disorders. Our family was much 
surprised finding lump large taken out plaster; especially situated 
was, between the tendons neck. They never before believed that the 
King’s evil could cured; now, happily convinced, join with praying for 
your long life.. remain your most obedient humble servant. 


JoHN VAN VORHEES. 
Somerset County, New Jersey, May, 1775. 


The following advertisement from the New-York Journal, No. 1682, 
March 30, 1775,* illustrates the independence colonial obstetrics from 
the practise medicine and surgery: 


Late Surgeon his Majesty’s 29th Regiment Foot, takes this method 
inform the public general, and his friends particular, that has taken the 
house and lot nearly opposite Thomas Latham, and now occupied Joseph 
Shotwell, Jun., Raway, the province New-Jersey, where proposes 
practice surgery, physick and midwifery. The experience has had attending 
the Military and the advantage walking all his Majesty’s hospitals during 
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thirteen years service the above department, flatters himself will suffi- 
cient recommendation the impartial public, whose favours is, and always 
will desirous gain and merit, his constant assiduity and close attendance 
business. 

begs leave further acquaint the public that, after serving regular appren- 
ticeship the branches physick, separately studied, for the 
term three years, the art midwifery under one the most eminent prac- 
titioners Europe; after which attended upon the Lying-in Hospital for several 
years, and had daily experience that important science. 


Raway, March 23d, 1775. 


Relative the colonial history ophthamology, the following two 
clippings are interest. seems shame that the first mentioned doctor 


was not obstetrician. Dr. Walpole evidently did neat bit trau- 
matic ophthalmic surgery. 


January 21. 
Doctor STORK 
SURGEON and OCULIST Her Royal Highness the 
Princess Dowager WALES. 


Acquaints the public, that continue Philadelphia till the latter End 
February next: such are need his assistance may apply him his 
Lodgings near the New Meeting-house Arch-street. 

the Subscribers are induced, not only Gratitude DOCTOR STORK, 
but likewise for the Benefit the Public communicate the Recovery our 
Sights from Blindness, his This certify that Thom 
Roberts Hopewell, near Trenton, being deprived Sight for two Years, was 
Dr. Stork restored Pennsylvania Journal, No. 998, January 21, 

Two days after the departure the Granville Packet, Capt. Kempthorn from 
Sandy Hook, was attacked three rebel privateers; guns, 
brig 12, and schooner 10, all which after brisk action about hour 
forced sheer sloop being the most powerful vessel engaged him 
nearest, and from appearance must have suffered very considerably, she was 
obliged bear away, and made signals distress her consorts, which bore 
away after her, and hove too good way leeward give her the assistance she 
must have needed.—When she bore away both pumps were work; the course 
the action, the sloop was near the Granville, that she frequently ordered her 
strike language peculiar American privateers, which other notice 
was taken than plying them more hotly with their Granville re- 
ceived material damage, except the wounds two the people; one 
whom was Mr. Steele the first mate, who lost his eye piece iron bolt 
weighing ounces, which buried itself the socket his eye, and the upper 
part his cheek bone, turning his eye quite over his nose; the piece was extracted 


XXXIV. 
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and the eye replaced the surgeon Mr. Walpole, who reducing it, performed 
very capital cure, and Mr. Steele now fair way recovery.—The piece 
iron was uncommonly large, lodge mortal place without occasioning 
death, that was thought curious present for the British Museum, where now 
with the history the case. 


N.B. The Granville only carried four pounders, and men. 
—The Royal Gazette, March 1780. No. 


Urinary disorders, particularly calculosis, occupied the attention 
colonial physicians. Naturally, all surgery pre-anesthetic, pre-antiseptic 
and pre-aseptic days was attended high mortality. interest the 
lithotomy eight year old male subject. 


New York, June 29. 


Sunday last, was perform’d Newark, the operation Lithotomy, 
youth about eight years age, before several very eminent gentlemen the 
practice physick and surgery, Mr. John Jones, one the principal surgeons 
this city. The largeness the stone, and dexterity with which was extracted, 
was sufficient indications his judgment manual operation, and met with the 
cordial approbation all the Gentlemen present. The symptoms are favorable 
towards recovery, can expected from the severity dangerous 
operation. 

—The Pennsylvania Chronicle, No. 24, June 29, July 1767.7 


The following one the first ads its kind. Jacobus Hubbard, 
Long Island 1760 was taken Dr. William Clark. 
After serving four years and eight months, was given new set 
surgeon’s pocket instruments, Solomon’s Dispensatory, Quences Dis- 
pensatory and Fuller 


The Calamity Diseases being incident every Species Being, has em- 
ployed the Time and engaged the Searches many Men into such Things 
might prove Antidotes the Several Disorders, and endeavour such Appli- 
cations would totally eradicate each Distemper; and that their Attempts might 
more effectual, the Animal, Mineral and Vegetable Creation have been con- 
sulted, and Union them all rendered conducive answer the Purpose 
recovering decayed Nature, and restoring Health. Any one that afflicted with 
Gravel any Manner Degree, that there Doctor William Clark, 
living Freehold, East-New-Jersey, Oil, which has not only given Relief, 
but continuing for some Time, has eased that dreadful Disorder, 
that now capable doing any Business, when that before was not able 
for any Occasion Affairs; The Vertue and Efficacy which Oil, 


*B. IV. 207. 
XXV. 398. Wickes: Medicine and Medical Men New Jersey, 101. 
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the Cure the above mentioned Distemper, will made evident own 
Words, questioned any Person, upon Enquiry; Whenever found the Dis- 
order coming me, took about fifteen Drops, which gave present Relief. 
Any Person that requires further Information applying the said William 
Clark, shall informed Persons that has made Tryal the above Oil. 
WILLIAM 


—The Gazette revived the Weekly Post Boy, Jan. 


The empirical methods colonial prescribing are well illustrated the 
following “letter the editor” from The Pennsylvania No. 
1890, March 14, course, empiricism was very active until 
the present century and is, even now, means completely dead. 


Philadelphia, March 1765. 


Mr. Hall, 


you think the following worth Place your Paper, the Public are heartily 

Traveling the other Day, Company with reputable Farmer, happened 
accidentally inform me, that has Times been subject that excruciating 
Disorder the Gravel, and was particularly afflicted with some time ago, when 
upon long Journey, from his Home: Fortunately for him, the Course his 
Progress, met with certain Gentleman, whom believes Doctor, who, 
upon knowing his Case, acquainted him, that had heard Remedy which 
had been very beneficial Take, says he, the Saw-dust proceding from good 
mellow Pine, boil clear Spring Water, let settle, and then strain off; 
drink freely this, and you will soon find The Person, glad 
Misery, tried the Experiment, and ten Hours after found gave 
him Ease: used the Drink three four Days, and declares his Pain quite left 
him, and that since that Time has scarce felt anything his said Disorder. 

confess the Remedy seems simple; but doubt not the Truth what the 
Gentleman has asserted, hope the Freedom take this Occasion may 
What confirms the Belief its Efficacy is, the reputed Virtues 
Turpentine, the Uses which, according Chambers, are innumerable,” and 
particularly “famous for clearing the urinary Passages, and such, pre- 
scribed for Obstructions the Reins,” Now, this Substance the 
well known Product the Pine, seems reasonable think, that the 
Pine Dust must contain the oily Nature, and that therefore, may have the 
good Effect above mentioned. If, upon Trial, should prove beneficial any 
others, has done the Person who gave the Intelligence, End 
giving you this Trouble will full answered. Who 


Your Friend and Customer 


VII. 596-7. 
XXIV. 494. 
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they saw Abundance Pine the Jerseys, the Dust may had 


great Plenty; three quarts suitable Proportion Gallon Water, and may 
sweetened, make palatable. 


Some the claims present expounded laymen for prune juice 
are more than slightly reminiscent the following piece Sugar 
Plumbs.” Dr. Ryan got eight colonial dollars for dozen his plumbs! 


Dr. RYAN’S 
Incomparable worm-Destroying 
SUGAR PLUMBS, 
Necessary kept all FAMILIES; 


exceedingly valued all people who have had them Great Britain and 
Ireland, for their transcendent excellency the destroying worms all kinds, 
both the bodies men, women and children, not only breaking the knots 
the duodenum, gut next the stomach, but they pass through the smallest pas- 
sages the body, and purge away those ropy and slimy humours, which are the 
cause those pernicious vermin, and the source many other disorders; they 
are one the best purges the world for gross-bodied children that are apt 
breed worms, and have large bellies; their operation mild, safe and pleasant; 
they wonderfully cleanse the bowels all stiff and clammy humours which stop 
the parts, and prevent the juice food from being conveyed the liver and 
made blood, which often the case with children, and attended with hard 
belly, stinking breath, frequent fevers, rickets, and decay strength the 
lower parts: Likewise settled aches and pains the head, swellings, old sores, 
scabs, tetters, breakingsout, will perfectly cured, and the blood and skin 
restored its original purity and smoothness; they purge urine, and bring 
away the gravel, and effectually cure all obstructions the urine, ulcers the 
kidneys. They once strike the true cause the scurvy, and entirely destroy 
it, and all scorbutic humours and effects, root and branch, never return 
again; and what makes them more commendable is, they are full agreeable 
both taste and sight, loaf sugar; and their operation innocent new milk. 

have these plumbs cured great many children whooping chin-coughs, 
and agues, which distempers are very common and troublesome families, and 
the want these plumbs are the ruin many childrens constitutions. 

These plumbs enrich and sweeten the whole mass blood, carry off all gross, 
corrupt and putrid humours, and create fresh and healthy complexion such 
are affected any putrid matter. 

The plumb great diuretic, cleansing the reins slime: expels wind, and 
sovereign medicine the cholic and griping the guts. allays and car- 
ries off sour vapours, which occasion many disorders the head. opens all 
obstructions the stomach, lungs, liver, reins and bladder, cause good appetite, 
and helps digestion. hath been found wonderfully successful such persons 
are going into chronical distempers, asthmas, phthisics, shortness 
breath, dropsies and yellow jaundice. Now hope all impartial persons are satis- 
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fied, that the medicine which works upon such humours, will almost reach any 
distemper. not too far gone, since corruption and putrefaction are the fore- 
runners all diseases: therefore better physic can taken for all ages, sexes 
and constitutions, from infancy old age. These plumbs are highly serviceable 
the female sex from the age years, and from 50. Each box 


contains one dozen these plumbs, price Eight Dollars with directions. Sold 
JAMES EMERSON, his store Trenton. 


SIGNS WORMS 


Paleness the face, itching the nose, hollowness the eyes, grating the 
teeth when asleep, dulness, pains and heaviness the head, dry cough, and 
itching the fundament, white and thick urine, unquiet sleep, often starting lost 
appetite, swelled belly, gnawing and biting about the stomach, frightful dreams, 
extreme thirsts, the body decay’d and lean, fits, often vomiting, stinking breath, &c. 
Also imported SALT. 


—The New Jersey Gazette, Vol. 11, No. 68, March 31, 


The prevalence small pox colonial America everywhere evi- 
dent throughout colonial newspaper articles. Thieves, escaped slaves, 
horse etc., are constantly referred being pitted with 
small pox. 

The colonial method small pox inoculation first referred the 
New Jersey Archives the following clipping dated June 26, 1760. 
Nothing truly great colonial science can studied without coming 
across that great American, Benjamin Franklin! 


Mr. Bradford, 


here inclose you Copy Letter sent Mr. HALL last Week, containing 
short Account our present Method treating the Small-Pox under Inocula- 
tion, which please insert your next Paper, for the Benefit your Readers. 


Sir, 

obliged you for the Pamphlet you gave me, containing plain Instructions 
for Inoculation the Small-Pox, published London (at the Instance your 
Friend the Ingenious and public-spirited Mr. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN) the 


eminent Dr. WILLIAM HEBERDEN, and him sent America, 
distributed gratis. 


THINK very useful Performance, not only tends promote the 
Practice Inoculation general, but containing some the best general Rules 
for the Preservation our Fellow-Creatures, from the dismal and fatal Effects 
that frightful distemper: And that may add mite towards extending 
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benevolent Design, attempt this Recommendation the Public, with some 
few additional Directions, respecting the present new Method treating those 
under Inoculation this Country, which has been blessed the saving the 
Lives Thousands, within these three Years New-Jersey. 


The METHOD THIS. 


The Night before you Inoculate, give few Grain Calomel well levigated, 
with like Quantity Diaphoretic Antimony unwash’d, proportioning the Quan- 
tity Calomel the Constitution your Patient from Grains for 
Grown Person, and from for Child, made into Bolus small 
Pill, with little Conserve Roses, any common Syrup; the next Morning 
give Purge the Pulvis Cornachini; made with equal Parts Diaphoretic 
Antimony, Scammony, and Cream Tartar; repeat the Bolus Pill Times, 
that is, once every other Night after Inoculation, and the 5th Day give Dose 
Borhave’s Golden Sulpher Antimony; about grains with Grains 
Calomel, made into small Pill, will Operate both Vomit and Purge the 
same the intermediate Days give Papers the following 
Powders, viz. Diaphoretic Antimony Grains, Salt Prunel Grains and Calomel 
One Grain, mixt together, for grown Person and about 1.4 part Paper for 
Child. These Powders are continued until Variolous Small-Pox Fever 
over, and while the Fever high, let your Patient Drink Cup Whey 
Times Day. The Whey made with Cream Tartar, instead Rennet; 
and those that are full habit, should Blooded once twice within the first 


Days and must abstain from all spirituous Liquors, well from Meat all 
kinds, Broth, Salt, and Butter. 


MENTION the Golden Sulphur Antimony, not because think has any 
Specific Virtue distinct from other Preparations Antimony, that operate like it, 
but because some selfish Practitioners don’t call them Physicians, for they reject 
all such Quackery) pretend make Secret their Antimonial Panacea, the 
discouragement Inoculation; with view either confine the whole Practice 
themselves, else Huckster out their Nostrum Pistoles Piece 
such are credulous and weak enough Pay for their pretended Discovery; 
which say worse it, does not Discover either Generosity, Benevolence, 
Humanity; when the Truth that their whole Dependance upon the Mercury, 
assisted with any Antimonial have lately had preparation from Dr. SHIPPEN, 
which calls Sublimated Antimony, which operates, think with more Certainty 
and more Safety than any have Used before). Purge, that will operate upwards 
and downwards, with least can Answer for myself, that 
Dependance upon the Calomel thus assisted; and have had great Success 
Inoculation any Brethren, since this Method was freely communicated 
about Years ago the skillful and candid Doctor SHIPPEN your 
City, who from his great knowledge Chymistry and his diligent and watchful 
Observations during long course Practice among you, well known under- 
stand the Powers Medicine, well the Nature Diseases. therefore take 
the freedom mention his Name without his leave, not only show Gratitude, 
but for the same good Reason which the great Mr. FRANKLIN gives for the like 
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freedom took with Dr. HEBERDEN’S; wit, because his Name will have 
more weight with the Public than own. 


MIGHT attempt offer some Reasons favour this Method; showing 
how why those Medicines given this Way are preferable any other hereto- 
fore published; but think the extraordinary Success with which has been 
attended, more Intelligible and more Satisfactory, those for whose Benefit 
and Encouragement this Publication intended; however may not amiss 
mention one the Doctors Observations upon it, which was the Time giving 
the Medicines, that they may exert their Force upon the Blood and Humours, 
just the very Time when the Disease takes Place, and that means divert, 
weaken, and destroys its Power, and the same Time their Activity, assist 
Nature throw off this Morbific Poxev-Matter, with more Ease through the 
common Outlets the Skin, &c. 


am, Your constant Customer, 


AMERICANUS. 


appears the nearest Calculation can make, that under this Treat- 
ment, there has not Died more than one Person 700, and general the Dis- 
temper very light, not above one 100 has Full, while the common Way 

any should still Object and say, that they dare not Venture upon Inoculation 
because they live Distance from any Physicians, and have not Skill enough 
themselves prepare the Medicines, and proportion their Quantity’s different 
would advise them apply any the Physicians Phila- 
delphia, New-York (if nearer them) whose Judgement they can depend upon, 
and don’t doubt they may with the Medicines properly made into 
Doses, well Plaisters and other necessarys fit for the Purpose, with plain 
Directions for the use them all, small Expense. 


—The Pennsylvania Journal, No. 916, June 26, 


That the colonial doctors were humanitarians and did not neglect the 
poor may gathered from the next ad: 


INOCULATION 


George Surgeon, lately arrived from Jamaica, acquaints the Public, that 
was the first Person who introduced the Suttonian Method Inoculation for 
the Small-pox that Part the West-Indies where has been instrumental 
almost eradicating that most loathsome Disease. now proposes carrying 
that Branch his Profession, every Spring and Fall, Elizabeth Town, New- 
Jersey, where has opened Commodious House for the Reception Patients. 
Any Person, Family Company desirous being Inoculated him New- 
York, Philadelphia elsewhere, may depend upon his strictest Care and Attend- 
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seems have taken his permanent residence Elizabethtown, his will probated 
December 26, 1785, describes himself that town. 
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ance conduct them through the Small-pox, and upon Terms agreeable their 
Circumstances, and what may justly added, with very little Loss Time 
Hindrance. And that all Persons may have their Power satisfy themselves 
the Utility his Practice, has inserted few the Estates that were inocu- 
lated him, without the loss Patient, the Parish Westmoreland, Jamaica, 
each Estate having not less than 400 Slaves upon Average. Dorcas Valley, 
William Wittes, Esq.; Anglesea, Samuel Houghton; Paradise, John Cape; Egypt, 
Ditto; Prospect, Brickets; Amity, William Bosley; South-field, William Blake; 
Williamsfield, Crawl, Roaring River; Hertford Beckford, Esq.; Mount Pleasant, 
Jacob Ferris; Sweet-River, Friendship, Greenwich, Tho. Vassall. 

With many more Estates and white People throughout the Island, too numerous 
inserted this Advertisement. 


N.B. The Poor, properly recommended, will inoculated gratis. 
Journal General Advertiser, No. 1433, June 21, 


John Cochran recognized some the deficiencies small pox inocula- 
tion practised his colleagues and proceeded eliminate them. 


INOCULATION 


The Subscriber begs Leave inform the Public, that has opened very con- 
venient House remote tho’ pleasant Situation, within three miles New- 
Brunswick, for the Reception such Persons propose taking the Small-pox 
Inoculation. The best Attendance will given, and every Thing proper for their 
Accommodation shall furnished, very low and easy Rate. 

Many are detered from being inoculated, Account sore Arms, Boils and 
large Abscesses, often attending the common Method treating the Disease; but 
more particularly from the ill Effects the too free and indiscriminate Use 
Mercury, which, many (tho’ they recover the Small-pox, yet the Constitution 
being Injured), soon fall Victims some other Malady. 

All these Inconveniences are avoided particular Method preparing the 
Patient, the most efficacious and the least detrimental the Constitution, the 
Manner conveying the Infection, and the subsequent Treatment the Dis- 
ease, without the least Confinement; the Advantages which have been fully and 
clearly demonstrated upwards 400 Persons under the Subscribers Care the 
space few Month’s last Winter and Spring, without the Misfortune losing 
any; nor has there died more than one that Number since, which plainly shows 
the singular Advantages this Method. 

sufficient Number make worth his While, any Part the Country not 
contiguous Person properly qualified. don’t mean authorized) shall 
waited on, short Notice, the Publick’s. 


Most obedient humble ervant, 


New-Brunswick, 


December 12, 1771 —The New York Journal; The General Advertiser, 


No. 1519, February 13, 
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Dr. Weed proud his zero mortality. His the very basis 
judging clinical success. Note that spring was the season inoculation. 


Philadelphia, March 29, 1773. 
DR. GEORGE WEED, 


Begs leave inform the public, that hath been lately engaged inoculat- 
ing for the small-pox New-Jersey, now returned Philadelphia, and designs 
inoculate this spring usual, and hath already for the encourage- 
ment those who have desire inoculated for the small-pox, can inform 
them, that believeth hath found out and prepared such medicines the 
great Dr. Boerhaave hinted his practical aphorisms the small-pox, which 
the blessing God has proved effectual destroying that virulency the pox, 
greatly lessen the malignity it, that the disorder proves light and 
easy for the patient undergo; and out above eighty hath prepared these 
medicines, there were not above four five that had any quantity them, and 
they could not said have bad, but all presently recovered, and, the 
blessing God, hath had none those inoculated die under his hands, for 
which ought truly thankful, and trusts is; and while the Lord 
continues thus bless his means, will continue inoculate for those who 
apply him, far able. may use means, but the blessing depends 
upon God alone, and there all his trust and confidence.. 


What greater proof can there the utility medicines than the great 
success that attends them? 


—The Pennsylvania Packet, No. 75, March 29, 


The following clipping offers therapeutic measure combat diph- 
theria. Note that feather was the colonial equivalent throat swab: 


Philadelphia, January 27. 


are inform’d, that Corswicks West New-Jersey divers Persons have 
died lately Distemper the Throat, and that that Distemper prevails there. 
are therefore desired Publish the following Remedy (which has proved 
successful) for the advantage those who may hereafter visited with the like 
Distemper. Take some Honey and the sharpest Vineger, with Allom 
therein, and let the patient often Gargle their Throats; they Children, 
then take Feather and dip into said Liquor and wash their Throats. 


—The New York Weekly Journal, Feb. 


The following refer virulent measles epidemics 


Philadelphia, March 11th. 


The Measles begin spread our Town. was brought hither from Salem 
West-Jersey, where proved very Boston News-Letter, Numb. 518, 
from Monday March Monday March 22, 1713. 


472. 
XI. 444; 150. The New York Feb. XI. 37. 
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New York, June 28. 


the 22d arrived Gerrard days Amboy from Barbadoes. Letters from 
thence say, That Island very sickly and that great many dye the Sickness.— 
The Boston News-Letter, from June July 1714. Numb. 


Cases unintentional toadstool and other food poisonings are numer- 
ous. Rattlesnake bite was commonly also met with. 


Philadelphia, July 24. 


hear from Penns-neck (in West-New-Jersey) that few days ago, Mr. 
John Redstrake’s Son about Years old, his Servant Boy, Negro Woman, 
having eaten some Mushrooms, were all three taken with Swelling soon after they 
had eaten them, and kept swelling till they died, which was not long 
American Weekly Mercury, July 17-24, 


New-York, June 


Last Week young Woman, the Daughter Adolph Brower, [Doubtless 
daughter Adolf Brouwer and Jannetie Verdon, baptized the 
Hackensack church December, 1723.] Hackensuck was bit three different 
Places she was gathering Straw berries; the injected Venom 


operated speedy that she died few Boston Weekly Post-Boy, 
June 11, 1739. No. 


New York, April 16. 


have Account from Morris County the Jersies, that about Fortnight 
ago poor Man and his Son about seven Years Age, being burning some 

old Brush Swamp, found some Roots that look’d like Parsnips, which they 
roasted and eat: Soon after returning home they found themselves unwell, and 
died both together few Minutes without any visible Tokens Hurt.—The 
Pennsylvania Journal, April 19, 1753. No. 


New York, August 


hear from Freehold, that Thursday the 26th last Month, one Rachel 
M’Koy, went out good Health, order gather Huckelberries, and after being 
the Woods some Time, complain’d being out Order, which increasing that 
Night, she died the next Morning; it’s suppos’d she had been New 
York the Weekly Post Boy, Aug. 


New York, September 12. 


hear from Woodbridge, New-Jersey, that Mr. Jonathan Kinsey, died 
there, very suddenly, few Days ago, after eating freely Mushrooms, among 
which, imagined, poisonous Toadstools were intermixed. Several Misfortunes 
the same Kind have recently happened other Parts Penn- 
sylvania Journal, No. 1188, September 12, 


XI. 38. XIX. 244. 
XI. 571. XXIV. 615-6. 
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The following group representative advertisements give insight 
into the colonial materia medica. Financial arrangements and prices, when 
given for pharmaceutical products, are interest, are also the places 
from where the drugs are imported. Note the money back guarantee and 
the colonial counterparts the modern department store druggists. 


all Practitioners Physick. 


Imported this Spring from London, very good Assortment Drugs and 
Medicines which are sold the following most reasonable Rates; also, any 
Part the Utensils neat Apothecary’s Shop, exceeding cheap. N.B. any 
Person who will purchase the Whole, may have them Cent. advance; and 
any One who sends Order for any Medicines, and should not satisfied with 
any the Articles, shall have their Money returned, said Articles are returned 
within Month after their Delivery. 


Dr. Reapy Money, York Currency. 


All Compound Waters per Mirab. Glaub. opt. 
Cantharides Pound Sal. Vol. Ol. 
Theriac. Androm. Spirits and Tinctures. 
Mellilot. all other syrups. 
Oxycroe. Mer. Dulc. per Oince. 
Paracels. trac. alb. 
all other Plaisters Pro- Ol. Anis. Chym. 
portion Juniper 
Gum. Ammoniac all Chym. Oils, 
all other Gums. Ivory Glyster Pipes, Dz. 
Sal. Cathert. Amer. Large Velvet Corks 


Gallipots, Pill Boxes, Gold and Silver Leaf, Partly Gold, and Dutch Metal, Sieves 
&c, and all sorts Drugs and Medicines proportion. 
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pleased direct Thomas Wood, New-Brunswick.—The Gazette 
Revived the Weekly Post Boy, June 18, 


Just imported the Nebuchadnezer, choice Assortment Medicines, calcu- 
lated for Practice the Country, and are genuine, from the Hall London; 
they are quite fresh, and allowed come from the most eminent Hand, subjected 
the Inspection the Royal College Physicians; sold very cheap 
Charles Scham Leslie, his House Connecticut-Farms, few Miles 
from Elizabeth-Town the said Dr. Leslie intending deal for 
the Future that Branch Business, will always take care have fresh Assort- 
ments from London, and give the usual Credit; tho’ now proposes for Cash, 
sell per Cent. cheaper than shall appear from any Invoices Bills Parcels, 
for the same Kind Medicines any trading Place America, where Prac- 


titioners are the Gazette Revived the Weekly 
Post Boy, Aug. 1752.27 


the Dwelling-House John Van Cleeve, Bedminster, the County 
Somerset, and Province New-Jersey, Tuesday the 29th June inst. 
compleat and valuable Shop Medicines, with Mortars and sundry Instruments 
and other Things, very suitable for Doctor. Inventory may seen the 


whole before the Day Sale. Reasonable Credit will given—The 
York Mercury, June 14, 


Dr. 


Has removed his Store, consisting general Assortment Drugs and Medi- 
cines, the House Joseph Riggs, Esq. Newark, where County Practitioners 
and others may supplied wholesale and retail, low prices charg’d 
York Gazette and Weekly Mercury, April 


MADEIRA WINES 
the very best Quality. 


sold, the pipe, quarter cask, five gallons, Dr. Atwood, the 
house Joseph Riggs, Esq.; mace, cinnamon, nutmegs, cloves, 
alspice, &c. balsam, Bateman’s drops, Haerlem oil, British oil, 
Anderson’s pills, Hooper’s pills, Lockyer’s pills, James’s fever powders, Hill’s 
balsam honey, paste for preserving the teeth and gums, Greenough’s tincture 
for the teeth, Boerhagg’s balsam, &c. Drugs and Medicines general. Marble 


mortars all sizes—New York and Weekly Mercury, September 28, 


PRACTITIONERS PHYSICK may supplied moderate prices, the 
printing-Office Trenton, with the following articles: NITRE, JESUITS BARK, 


VII. 645-7. 
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JALAP, RHUBARB, SENNA and the first quality—New 
Jersey Vol. No. 35, August 19, 


Sold 
DUYCKINCK, 


Morristown, New Jersey, DRUGS and MEDICINES, compleat assortment, 


viz. 


RHUBARB 
Jesuit bark 
Jalap 

Opium 

Aloes 

Borax 

Salts 

Manna 
Antimonial preparations 
Mercurial ditto 
Quicksilver 
Tartar Emetic 
Aquas 
Camphor 
Spanish flies 
Calomel 
Cochineal 
Saffron 

Castor 

Senna 

Ising glass 
Sago 
Magnesia Alba 
Balsams 
Causticks 
Conserves 
Essences 
Extracts 
Electuaries 


Elixirs 

Tinctures 

Spirits 

Emplastrums 

Gums 

White lead 

Red lead 

Yellow oker 

Spanish brown 

Indian red and litharge 
Dutch Pink 

Vermillion and Drop lake 
Prussian blue 

Smelter and Vergegrease 
Oils 

Powders 

Roots 

Refines 

Tartars 

Ointments 

Pills 

Carraway and Anniseed 
Pink root 

Mercurial itch ointment 


PATENT MEDICINES 
Anderson’s pills 
Bateman’s drops 

Liquid Shall 


Balsam health 
Daffy’s elixir 

Francis’ female elixir 
Essence Burgamont 
Ambergrease 

Lavender 

Demons 

Verlerin 

Waterdock 

Elixir Bordana 
Godfrey’s Cordial 
Hooper’s pills 

James’s fever powder 
Jesuits drops 

Kings honey water 
Locker’s pills 

Keyfer’s pills 

Fryer’s balsam 
Tincture Golden Rod 
Umber 

White vitriol 

Linseed oil and varnish 
Madder and fustic 
Annetto 

Logwood 

Aleppo 
Tartar 

Press papers and allums 


Window glass different sizes, viz., Best London and Bristol crown, 11, 
18%, 25%, 16, and 13. 


Hat linings; variety brass double and single branches; painted table cloths, 


hair matt cloths. 


Agroll, Turkey oil stones, grain tin, bismuth, spelter, pummice stone, sandives, 
crocus martis, aqua fortis, aqua regis, steel snuffers, snuff-boxes, pewter 


| 
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ink chest, steel pencil cases, thimbles, brass flour and pepper boxes; burning, read- 
ing and sighted glasses; barbers pinching tongs, shaving powder; brass mortars 
and pestels; variety sleeve forceps, lancets and lancet cases, glister pipes, spring 
lancets, steel trusses single and double with foxed pad and bandages. 

Those marked thus (*) and only sold way barter, for any kind 
produce for family use. (Also the New York Journal and the General Adver- 
tiser, Number 1811, February 1779.) 


—The New Jersey Vol. 11., No. 57, Wed. January 


Sold 


WILLIAM RICHARDS 
his house Trenton Landing, 


FRESH and good assortment DRUGS and MEDICINES, where prac- 
titioners may supplied cheap they can purchase Philadelphia, and 
his absence the same rate Doctor David Cowell, Trenton. 

The best velvet corks and mustard sold the above Trenton landing. 


N.B. The original store with large and compleat assortment the latest 
imported drugs and medicines still continued William Richards and Co. the 
sign the spread Eagle, Market Street, near the Court-house Philadelphia. 


—The New-Jersey Gazette, Vol. 11., No. 67, March 17, 


PRACTITIONERS 


May supplied with the following medicines (of the first quality) applying 
the house Jonathan Morrell, half mile from New-Providence meeting-house 
peruvian bark, rhubarb, tartar emetic, cantharides, opium, glauber salts, camphor, 
compound spirits lavender, volatile aromatic, salt worm-wood, &c. 


N.B. the same place may had, indigo the barrel New- 
Jersey Journal, Vol. 1., Numb. Sept. 21, 


SOLD 
THOMAS MORRELL, 


the house the late Amos Esq; miles from New-Providence 
meeting-house, the following MEDICINES: 


Amos Potter, 1725, according Littell (Family Records; Genealogies the 
First Settlers Passaic Valley) the Rev. Dr. Hatfield, however (Hist. Eliza- 
beth, 268), says that Samuel Potter was grandson John Potter, one the first 
settlers New Haven, Conn., 1639, who had two sons, John and Samuel; the latter was 
bap. Oct. 17, 1641, and became one the early settlers Newark, and probably located 
later Connecticut Farms. Littell says that Daniel, son Samuel, had three sons, who 
removed from Connecticut Farms Passaic Valley New Providence, near the 
present Summit. Amos had children: Elizabeth, bap. Jan. 25, 1767, Daniel Doty; 
Joanna, Dec. 23, 1767; Daniel, Feb. 18, 1768; John, May 1770, Bethia 
(dau. Peter) Lyon, and went Ohio; Russell, Rhoda Maxwell, and went 
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Best Peruvian quill bark, rubarb, tartar emetic, warranted genuine; glauber 
salts, cantharides, opium, sal absynthii, myrrh, Carolina pink root, quick-silver, 
red precipitit, compound spirit lavender, spirit volatile, camphor, Anderson’s 
&c. 

the same place may had excellent Jamaica spirit the barrel gallon. 


November 1779.—The New-Jersey Journal, Vol. Numb. October 
26, 


There has been William Richard’s store quantity common sweet oil, for 
some time; the casks were not tight, got John Crosley, cooper, Trenton, 
start said oil into tight casks. There remains gallons, may seen 
said Crosley’s account charges. The owner said oil may have it, paying 
the damage has done the store with storage and other charges. 

There sold said place, good assortment medicine, snuff, mustard, 
bottle corks, &c. 


Lumberon, May 1780.—New Jersey Vol. III., No. 124, May 10, 


SOLD 
the house JONATHAN MORRELL, Elizabeth Town: 


WEST INDIA rum the barrel gallon, excellent bohea tea, coffee, choco- 
late, pepper, alspice, best indigo, plug tobacco, hard soap, black beads, Irish linen, 
with variety the best glazed Philadelphia earthen ware, consisting large and 
small dishes, cups, mugs, bowls, &c. 

rhubarb, glauber salts, tartar emetick, cantharides, opium, quicksilver, red pre- 
cipitit, compound spirits lavender, spirit volatile, aromatic, &c. &c.—Nails all 
sizes made and sold. Enquire Jersey Journal, Vol. No. 
LXXIX., August 23, 


The following extracts relative the founding and continuance the 
New Jersey Medical Society are interest. The early life the society 
was evidently not devoid 


MR. GAINE. 


Number the Practitioners Physic and Surgery East-Jersey having 
form’d themselves into Society, for their mutual Improvement their Profes- 
sion, and other good Purposes; and their Meetings may occasion some specula- 
tion among the Inhabitants where they reside, they have thought proper insert 


Ohio; Moses, April 29, 1772, Rhoda (dau. Jonathan Howel) Osborn, and went 
Ohio; Rebecca, Ellis (son Benjamin) Squier, they went Ohio; Rachel, 
Dan Cauldwell, and went Ohio. Amos Potter was twice married; his second wife, 
Feb. 13, 1768. See Littell’s Passaic Valley Family Records, 325; Hist. Soc. 
Proc., Series 174, 175, 176. 

IV. 362. IV. 590. 
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your Paper the Laws and Constitutions which their Society governed, 
well obviate any Misrepresentations which may arise from Prejudice Mistake, 


convince their Employers that their Scheme design’d Publick 
Utility. 


NARRATIVE the RISE and ESTABLISHMENT the 
NEW JERSEY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The low State Medicine New Jersey, and the many Difficulties and Dis- 
couragements, alike injurious the People and the Physician, under which has 
laboured, and which still continue oppose its Improvement Utility the 
Public, and its Advancement its native Dignity, having for several Years passed 
engrossed the Attention some Gentlemen the Profession, and occasionally 
the Subject their Conversation, was early last Winer, determined 
attempt some Measure for rescuing the Art from that abject Condition (not say 
worse) into which seemed too fast decline. 

this End Legislative Interposition appeared the first Place greatly 
desired; and Application for that Favour was proposed; but this was 
necessary have the Concurrence the principal Practitioners, and many 
other Persons Weight and Influence possible; voluntary Association there- 
fore such Gentlemen the Faculty, might approve the Design, was next 
projected; Society this Kind, was thought, besides considering proper 
Application the Legislature, and promoting most effectually, could the 
mean Time take such Measures were immediate Importance, and from such 
voluntary Regulations, would greatly conduce the Usefulness and Honour 
Medicine, and should the Legislature their wisdom think not expedient 
interfere, might great Degree answer the Purposes more authoritative 
Establishment; not mention that whether under Law, otherwise, Medical 
Society well conducted, would naturally derive Credit the Profession, and ever 
the highest Advantage, both the Public, and the several Members. With 
these good Views the annexed Advertisement was inserted the Mercury. [See 
Wickes’s History Medicine New Jersey, and its Medical Men, for adver- 
tisement and Association and Constitution, page 44.] 


N.B. The next General Meeting the Society held Perth Amboy, 
the first Tuesday May New York Mercury, No. 800, March 


The Members the New-Jersey Medical Society, and those Gentlemen who 
stand Candidates for Admission, are hereby notified, that their next stated General 
Meeting, will Tuesday the 10th November following, the House 
Mr. William Hicks, Prince Town, when and where all concern’d are desired 
give their Attendance. 

The Society beg Leave inform the Gentlemen Practitioners the Western 
Division this Government, that was through mistake, the former Advertise- 
ments, respecting the forming, &c. said Society, were confin’d the Eastern 
Division, ever being the true intent and Meaning the first Proposers thereof, 


XXV. 300-1. 
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well the Society’s after formed, that the same should general, and include 
the whole Government. 


Secry. 
East New-Jersey, October 1767. 


—The New York Mercury, No. 832, October 12, 


The Members of, The NEW JERSEY Medical Society, are desired attend 
their general Meeting, which held Brook Farmer’s, New-Brunswick, 
the 12th Day May. 


—The Pennsylvania Chronicle, and Universal Advertiser, No. 277, April 27-May 


The members the New-Jersey Medical Society are desired take notice, 
that their next half-yearly meeting appointed held New-Brunswick, 
the house Mrs. Vorehise, the second Tuesday May next, when hoped 
the gentlemen the faculty general will attend. medical dissertation will 
delivered the President before dinner. 

Secretary. 
Cranberry, April 20, 1775. 


—New York Journal, No. 1686, April 27, 


October 21, 1775. 


Notice hereby given the Members the New-Jersey Medical Society, that 
they are meet, agreeable their adjournment, Princeton the house Mr. 
William Whitehead, the second Tuesday November next, eleven 
the morning. 

Secretary. 
—Dunlap’s Penn’a Packet, No. 209, Oct. 23, 


Number the members the late New-Jersey Medical Society, desirous 
‘well promoting the science medicine, establishing some more regular 
system practice this state, propose restoring the society its former dignity 
and usefulness, and will hold their first meeting for this purpose Wednesday 
the day October next the house Mr. Bateman, Princeton. The former 
members, and such other gentlemen the faculty who are desirous becoming 
members this society, are requested meet there o’clock the forenoon. 
September 1781. 


—New Jersey Gazette, Vol. No. 194, September 12, 


The Members the late New Jersey Medical Society are requested take 
notice, that meeting respectable number members Princeton this 
day, (pursuant advertisement the New Jersey Gazette) was agreed 
re-establish the Society its former principles and constitution; and that 
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agreeably thereto, their half yearly meeting, usual, will held the first 
Tuesday November next, this place. 


order the Meeting. 


Isaac SMITH, Chairman. 
Princeton, October 1781. 


New Jersey Gazette, Vol. No. 194, September 12, 


THE members the New-Jersey medical society are requested remember, 
that their next general meeting will held the first Tuesday May next, 
Christopher Beekman’s, the sign the College, Princeton. 

order the society. 
SEC’RY. 
Jersey Gazette, Vol. V., No. 225, April 17, 


The following short extract reveals that Pennsylvania, the bodies 
executed criminals were used for dissection. 


Philadelphia, November 


Tuesday last Peter Mennel was executed Gloucester, pursuant his Sentence, 
for the Murder his Master’s Daughter; his Body was afterwards delivered 
the Surgeons anatomized.—Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 2185, Nov. 


That knaves usurped the name doctor even colonial times, can 
readily inferred from the following clippings relative Dr.” Ogle 
and Dr.” Hunt: 


SALEM, WEST NEW JERSEY, APRIL 19, 1769. 
TWELVE DOLLARS REWARD. 


Absconded from his usual Place Abode, the 16th Instant, certain Doctor 
THOMAS OGLE, born Ireland, about five Feet six seven Inches high, 
pitted with the Small-pox given Liquor, and when Drink talks much his 
Skill Physic and Surgery, has had one his Legs broke, and commonly wears 
Handkerchief about it; had on, when went away, half worn Beaver Hat, 
Bearskin Coat, Buckskin Breeches, Worsted Stockings, and good Shoes, with 
Pinch back Buckles. took with him Silver Watch, Silver Face, Maker’s 
Name Wm. Clayton, London, No. 2450, rode sorrel Horse, with Blaze his 
Face; and had Couple Boxes, with Medicines them (like Pedlar’s Pack) 
and Suit Fustian, not made up. Whoever takes the said Dr. Ogle, and 
secures him any his Majesty’s Goals, shall receive the above Reward. 


Tuomas PETER AMBLER. 


N.B. All Watch-Makers are desired stop the said Watch, offered for Sale, 
Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 2105, April 27, 


MAURICE BEAR GORDON 


Philadelphia, August 21, 1779. 


Whereas certain person, who calls himself Doctor John Hunt, made his escape 
from out Brunswick goal, the county Middlesex, and state New 
Jersey, account horse-stealing, and since has been goal the city 
Philadelphia, there discharged from confinement number villains, asso- 
ciates his, the 19th instant; Any person apprehending the said HUNT, and 
securing him any gaol the continent America and giving information 
thereof, shall receive EIGHTY DOLLARS Reward, paid JOHN VANKIRK, 
late Sheriff said county and State. The above fellow goes some times the 
name John Whitmore and John Campbell. 


—The Pennsylvania September 


TRENTON, October 20. 


Last Thursday evening Major Joseph Brearley, Maidenhead, knowing that 
there was band robbers the neighbourhood, collected small party men, 
and formed ambuscade lane where suspected they would pass; about 
midnight they came along, and were all seized, and are now safely lodged gaol. 
The fellows. taken are the noted Dr. John Hunt, whose real name Abraham 
Whitmore; John Carr, notorious horse-thief, who lately broke from Morris gaol, 
and Samuel Slack, who lately escaped from the gaol Philadelphia. They were 
all well armed; they had stolen two horses the night they were taken, and were 
then their way rob house the neighbourhood. They were examined 
before the chief-justice, and one them made pretty simple confession which 
has discovered number their accomplices, several whom have since been 


taken with considerable quantity stolen Jersey Gazette, Vol 
No. 95, Oct. 20, 1779.5° 


Even the colonial practitioner had his domestic difficulties 


Philadelphia, January 23, 1753. 


Whereas the subscriber, wife doctor William Elizabeth-Town 
was last week this paper, having eloped from her husband’s bed 
and board, which known the major part the people said town 
false; she hereby gives notice, that the reason her leaving him was, that her 
life was danger from the ill usage she received from him; that kept another 


III. 697-8. 

Dr. William Leddel was naval surgeon the French Government, stationed 
Cuba. Having left the service came from Cuba and settled near Elizabethtown 
where died prior 1766, having several children, among them John, physician 
New York before 1760, and William. After his father’s death the latter went 
Mendham, Morris county, and “bound himself” study medicine with Dr. Ebenezer 
Blachly, secundus, that place. practised there till his death, August 10, 1827, 


the age eighty years. married Phebe, daughter Henry Hist. 
Medicine J., 312. 
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woman, whom had two children, and after having spent Four Hundred and 
Fifty Pounds Sterling, her money obliged her leave his house. 


LEDDEL. 
—The Pennsylvania Gazette, Jan. 23, 1753. No. 


The following piece, particular interest veterinarians, too juicy 
morsel miss: 


NOTICE THE PUBLICK. 


That Augustus Steuart, New Jersey has prepared HORSE POWDER, 
which, for its qualities and operations exceeds any thing hitherto contrived for the 
benefit that animal. all disorders which those creatures are liable, gives 
quick relief, purifies the blood, makes the beast more than ordinary lively, brisk, 
and strong, and occasions him thrive fatness, almost half the provisions 
common devours. great preservative against disorders all kinds, 
giving only one common table spoon full once week. had 
Mr. Michael Housworth’s, next door Weyman’s Printer, Broad street, 
New-York, four shillings per pound. This powder total poison for the 
botts, and carries all off evacuation. 

STEUART. 


—New York Weekly Post Boy, August 22, 


The following transcripts are interest with reference the military 
medicine the Revolutionary War: 


Philadelphia, July 16, 1776. 


The good people this city and province, and the province New Jersey, 
are earnestly desired send all the old sheets and other old linen they can possibly 
spare Dr. Shippen, jun. for the use the Jersey Hospital. None will refuse 
complying with this request, when they consider that the lint and bandages made 
this linen may used dressing and curing the wounds their own fathers, 
husbands, brethren, sons. 

The good people New Jersey are desired send their donations Dr. 


Cowel, Elizabeth Journal and Weekly Advertiser, July 
17, 1776.54 


The liberal provision made Congress the new medical arrangement, joined 
with humane desire prevent the repetition the distresses which afflicted the 
brave American soldiers the last campaign, have drawn men the first abilities 
into the field, watch over the health and preserve the lives the soldiers, many 


XIX. 256. 

XXIV. 601. 

David Cowell was graduated from Princeton 1763, studied medicine Phila- 
delphia, and settled Trenton, where practiced until his death, December 18th, 1783. 
For two years was senior physician and surgeon military Presby- 
terian Church Trenton, John Hall, New York, 1859, 291. 146. 
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them from very extensive and profitable practice; and every species domestic 
happiness. William Brown Virginia, Dr. James Craik Maryland, and 
Dr. Thomas Bond, jun. Philadelphia, are appointed Assistant Director Generals. 
Dr. Walter Jones Virginia and Dr. Benjamin Rush Philadelphia, Physician 
and Surgeon Generals the Hospitals the middle department. Under these 
none but gentlemen best education, and well qualified, are employed senior 
Physicians, Surgeons, &c. The Eastern and Northern departments are filled with 
gentlemen the first characters those countries; and the public may depend 
it, that the greatest exertions skill and industry shall constantly made, and 
cost spared, make the sick and wounded soldiery comfortable and happy. 
consequence the above liberal arrangement the Honorable Congress, do, 
with great pleasure, and equal truth, assure the public (notwithstanding the many 
false and wicked reports propagated the enemies American liberty, and only 
calculated retard the recruiting service) that all the military hospitals the 
United States are excellent order, and that the army enjoy degree health 
seldom seen read of. 


SHIPPEN, jun. Director General the American Hospitals. 
JOHN COCHRAN, Physician and Surgeon General the Army the Middle 
Department. 


Head Quarters, Middle Brook, June 1777. 


requested that the above may published all the newspapers 
the continent.—The Pennsylvania Evening Post, June 


Colonial headline accidents requiring medical aid included traumatic 
injuries sustained from gun powder explosions, mine blasts, falls from 
and kicks horses, falling trees, being crushed the wheel grist 
mill, lightning flashes, falls from stage coaches, riding chairs and ladders 
and into wells, and the bites and scratches wild beasts (wildcat and 
panther). Frostbite and illness from exposure while lost are also 
frequently mentioned. 


ACCOUNT PHYSICIANS COLOR THE 
UNITED STATES 


BOUSFIELD 


record colored physicians the United States may best 
classified three periods. 

First, the slavery years—the 250 years from 1619, when the first 
slaves landed Jamestown, and including the Civil War. 
surprising number Negro doctors were practicing during these years. 

The second period extends over the next years, from 1865 1930, 
ending when the results the Flexner report first became evident. 

The third period covers less than years, from 1930 the present. 

easy imagine the difficulties gaining medical education 
during the slave period, though there were many free Negroes the 
North. However, the middle years from 1865 1930 were the toughest 
and most difficult years for the colored doctor. The end the Civil War 
had given colored physicians every reason believe that they were well 
their way successful careers. They began push hopefully and 
aggressively into the private practice medicine; even into the faculties 
schools. They sought memberships organized medical 
societies, only find that they were met emotional opposition 
white doctors fierce, determined, and well organized were 
the armies the recently ended war. Buoyancy became despair and 
long, slow, dreary, monotony years dragged on, past 1910, when 
Flexner reported that something needed done about the whole 
question medical education. 

All through this paper will become apparent that the Negro doctor 
has double problem. has the purely professional job making 
himself good, and then better, doctor. This becomes very complex 
problem when dependent upon social situation which has well been 
called the American Dilemma.” has found imperative im- 
prove this social position order not have professional one which 
different from that faced all doctors. far this accomplished; 
far will the mass colored doctors approach the same levels 
practice apply the whole. 


Read before The New York Society for Medical History the New York Academy 
Medicine New York City, February 1944. 
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astonishing that Negro doctors should have practiced medicine 
before the Civil War. even more astonishing that one them 
should come out breveted Lt. Colonel the Army Medical 
Corps. took years and more wars produce another. There 
was only one colored Major the Medical Corps during the Spanish 
American War, and while colored woman doctor, born and educated 
this country, was decorated the French government during the first 
World War, only one Negro medical officer attained that rank the 
Army. This represents well anything the drop which occurred 
the fortunes the Negro doctor immediately after the Civil War. 

Colored doctors had gained sufficient success before the Civil War 
warrant their acceptance profession which, most the country 
even today, denies them equality recognition medical organizations. 
This the nub the argument. There seem three problem groups 
medicine: Jews, women, and Negroes, and the greatest these 
Negroes. Granted that colored doctors received equal opportunities for 
undergraduate and graduate education, equal opportunities hospital 
appointments and the advantages (and disadvantages) medical or- 
ganizations, there would reason for this paper. The purpose 
show what has happened them without these advantages. 

should not surprising that adequate records for these past years 
are lacking. Before the Civil War, printed comments newspapers 
concerning Negroes had with runaway slaves, with the abolition 
slavery. Slaves not keep historic accounts, nor suddenly freed 
people immediately develop newspapers, journals and scientific associa- 
tions. Being excluded from white associations, colored doctors took 
thirty years develop one their own. Since that time, the Journal 
the National Medical Association and its erudite editor, Dr. John 
Kenney, have taken great interest publishing and preserving valuable 
current accounts Negro doctors. Kenney’s, The Negro Medicine 
one the few publications its kind. was published 1912, 
three hundred years after the first Negroes came, and almost two hundred 
years after the first colored doctor has been discovered. 

Carter Woodson, Negro historian, has organized society known 
The Association for the Study Negro Life and History, Wash- 
ington, has helped trace down data professional groups. 
Little magazines published here and there, such The Southern 
Hampton Institute, established after the Civil War, have 
become important sources with half-dozen 500-word sketches Negro 
doctors. Dr. Harold Farmer Philadelphia author the im- 
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portant “An Account the Earliest Colored Gentlemen Medical 
Science the United States,” from which have drawn freely. 

Slavery had existed the West Indies for over hundred years before 
came the continent. African witch medicine, herb concoctions and 
pure voodoo were full sway there. Undoubtedly, Negroes brought 
these same customs when they first came the American crown colonies. 
There was little better found here during those dark ages medi- 
cine. Kitchen physic” the old housewives and the surgery the 
barbers were vogue. Alleged physicians were prescribing pills made 
spider webs and ordering necklesses made caterpillars. knowl- 
edge African herbs was probably advance upon colonial medicine 
for quite some time. 

The first Negro practitioner reached the pinnacle public print before 
slavery was even fully legalized. appears have been runaway 
slave named Simon. advertisement appeared the Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania 1740 crediting him with escape and reporting 
him able bleed and draw teeth, pretending great doctor 
among his people.” nearly years before there another dis- 
coverable reference. This time, from The City Gazette Daily Advertiser 
Charleston, South Carolina. This man’s name has been lost but 
referred posing for doctor among people his color and 
supposed practices that capacity about town.” Another Negro was 
given his freedom and annuity 100 pounds the General Assembly 
Carolina for having discovered alleged cure for snake bite. 

Another slave, known merely Caesar, escaped Massachusetts, and 
1792 published the Massachusetts Gazette article the symptom- 
atology and, treatment for poison. The article appears have been well 
written, marking him certainly doctor and one who had faith 
the empiricisms his day.” Useless though is, impossible not 
speculate the background such person. How could have re- 
ceived his education, his training, and standing among medical con- 
freres which permitted him publish the first medical article written 
Negro this country. When Caesar wrote his paper, Washington 
had been our first President for only three years (April 30, 1779) and 
Rhode Island had just come under the Federal Roof” 1790 the 
last state necessary ratify the Constitution. 

the meantime, 1762, another slave, James Derham, had been born 
Philadelphia. was thirty years old when Caesar wrote his article, 
and had been called the most distinguished physician New 
Orleans. The scant references Caesar and Derham emphasize the 
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importance the missing narratives these men. These are the tales 
which tell our lost history. 

This Dr. James Derham considered the father Negro doctors 
this country. Quite early, seems have learned read and write. 
was owned Dr. John Kearsley, Jr., physician Philadelphia 
whose uncle was great doctor his day. This the same Kearsley 
who opposed venesection and had controversy with Dr. Benjamin Rush 
about it. Early the Revolutionary War Derham was sold Dr. West, 
Surgeon the 16th British Regiment. continued his training under 
this physician, and was then sold Dr. Robert Dove New Orleans. 
Dove took great interest Derham, and, being impressed with his 
capacities, developed real admiration for his ability. was received 
member the English Church 1778 while New Orleans. His 
patients included the most intelligent and cultured people that city. 
spoke English, French and Spanish fluently. Dr. Benjamin Rush 
always quoted the references Derham: have conversed with him 
upon most the acute and epidemic diseases the country where 
lives and was pleased find him perfectly acquainted with the modern, 
simple mode practice these diseases. expected have suggested 
some new medicines him, but suggested many more me.” The 
significant respect which Dr. Rush seems have had for Derham was 
shared many others New Orleans. His income was more than 
$3,000 per annum, probably lot money those days. There never 
any reference Derham having gained his freedom. 

The first Negro doctor who had formal medical education was James 
McCune Smith New York City, the eldest son Samuel Smith, 
merchant. went the University Glasgow for his 1835, 
1836, and his 1837. His father had been able 
establish business, home and family. was position send his 
son abroad for the education could not secure matriculation 
American medical college. Smith had been very intelligent child. 
1824 when LaFayette paid his last visit this country, Smith delivered 
the welcome address. Following graduation, returned New York 
practice. set pattern generally followed colored doctors 
ever since: became leader his people, and was ardent aboli- 
tionist. His practice grew rapidly, made money, operated two apothe- 
cary shops, and turned interest cultural affairs. 

Smith reported have had debate extending over several evenings 
with Senator John Calhoun. There was great interest and 
speculation about the differences between whites and Negroes. Smith 
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presented treatise on, The Comparative Anatomy and Physiology 
the Races,” and said have routed his protagonist, the entire satis- 
faction the brilliant assemblages which followed these debates. 
1846, Smith issued scientific pamphlet The Influence Climate 
Longevity with Especial Reference Life Insurance.” 

During these days, the question slavery and the colonization 
Negroes was much discussed. Abolitionists were interested the edu- 
cation promising young colored men and number societies were 
organized for that purpose. Among the beneficiaries were Dr. William 
Taylor and Dr. John Fleet, who studied medicine the District 
Columbia and Dr. John Grasse and Thomas White, who 
graduated medicine Bowdoin 1849. 

Remember that this just after the Mexican War and during the 
gold rush California nearly years before the Civil War. The 
academic requirements for the M.D. degree consisted merely two 
terms didactic lectures, each lasting five six months. was twenty 
years before President Eliot Harvard delivered his detergent castiga- 
tion medical education 1869, demanding courses professional 
instruction covering three-year period lectures, and recitations, 
hospitals and laboratories. 

Colored doctors continued graduating from the University New 
York, Castleton Medical School Vermont, the Berkshire Medical 
School Pittsfield, Massachusetts, the Rush Medical School Chicago, 
the Eclectic Medical School Philadelphia, the Homeopathic College 
Cleveland, and the Medical School Harvard University. Among these 
were David Jones Peck, graduate Rush, and James McCrummill, 
both Philadelphia, the latter skillful surgeon-dentist and manufac- 
turer porcelain teeth. Dr. James Gould Bias graduated from the 
Eclectic Medical College Philadelphia 1852 and was practical 
phrenologist who changed the practice medicine. 

Charles Dunbar finished Bowdoin 1850 and practiced New York 
City. Isaac Humphrey Snowden attended Harvard the same time. 
Daniel Laing Boston attended course lectures Harvard and 
the Massachusetts General Hospital 1850 and went Paris for two 
years study surgery under Velpeau. Robert Leach Cleveland, 
the first colored homeopathic physician the United States, finished 
1852 the Homeopathic College that city. Dr. John Reynolds 
gained some fame for number years doctor Vincennes, 
Indiana. Dr. Lewis Wells Baltimore was phrenologist, orator, 
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and combined all these assets become most successful 
physician. 

Dr. Peter Wm. Ray, born New York about 1823, graduated from 
Bowdoin College, and was intern the Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital. studied under Dr. McCune Smith, whom have mentioned, 
before entered Bowdoin. established drug store and, speaking 
German fluently, had very large German practice Long Island. Ray 
became wealthy man and was influential the pharmaceutical and 
medical associations Brooklyn and New York City. was elected 
the New York State Medical Association delegate medical 
convention Canada. Upon his return, was banquetted the asso- 
ciation for having reflected great credit upon his profession. His practice 
covered period over fifty years. 

David McDonough became doctor about this same time, be- 
cause two southern slave owners had different opinions the ability 
Negro absorb medical education. McDonough was selected 
the guinea pig result this dispute. was sent LaFayette 
College, graduating third his class, with degree. Despite the 
feeling against Negroes, the eminent surgeon, Dr. John Kearny Rogers, 
secured his admission lectures the College Physicians and Sur- 
geons and, following graduation, secured appointment for him the 
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary, where did excellent work and 
became valued consultant. 

John Van Surly Grasse studied various American private schools 
until 1843, when sailed for France, and studied two years Aubuk 
College, Paris. returned New York 1845 and spent two years 
medicine Bowdoin College Maine. graduated with honors, and 
again went Europe May 1849, becoming assistant dresser for 
Velpeau Paris. continued traveling through France, England, 
Italy, and Switzerland, finally returning America ship’s surgeon 
the Samuel Fox,” and began the practice medicine Boston 
1852. became assistant surgeon the U.S.C. T., 35th Regi- 
ment, and was the first commissioned surgeon color the United 
States Army the Civil War. was also the first colored doctor 
become member medical society—the Massachusetts State. 

The family furnished another doctor, Dr. Edwin Howard, 
born Boston, October 21, 1846, nephew Grasse, who attended 
public schools Boston, then went Liberia College Africa, returned 
and graduated from Harvard Medical School 1869, the same class 
with William James, George Shattuck, Charles Putnam, 
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McCollum, and Draper. Quite unable anticipate southern reac- 
tions, nothing would more natural than for the young graduate 
South. went Charleston, South Carolina. After unsuccessful 
experience there, came Philadelphia and did what had expected 
do, Charleston. was instrumental establishing Douglass Hos- 
pital Philadelphia 1895. Again 1905, not being satisfied with 
Douglass, set out organize Mercy Hospital. Both institutions are 
still operation Philadelphia today. 

John Fleet was teaching school Washington, C., 1836. 
had been educated with his brothers and sisters Georgetown’s Lancas- 
terian School along with white children. decided study medicine 
and was taken into the office Dr. Thomas Henderson, former 
assistant surgeon the Army. His medical education was conducted 
under the auspices the Colonization Society, with the expectation that 
culture, intellectual force, and general influence, Fleet was considered 
the foremost colored man the District Columbia that time. 

Dr. Alexander Augusta, native Norfolk, Virginia, was free- 
born, and served barber that city. learned read stealth, 
moved Philadelphia and studied medicine the office doctor, but 
could not get into medical college that city reason his color. 
went California raise money and was highly successful; re- 
turned but was refused admission medical schools Philadelphia and 
Chicago. then went the University Toronto, and 
degree Bachelor Medicine. Augusta was commissioned surgeon 
the Army, T., 7th Regiment, September 29, 1863, was mus- 
tered into service October 1863, Washington, C., and stationed 
Savannah, Georgia, charge hospital. November 13, 1866, 
was honorably mustered out service. Farmer quotes letter from 
the Surgeon General the Army concerning his work immediately after 
the war: 

“Dr. Alexander Augusta served under contract Acting 
Assistant Surgeon, United States Army, from November 14, 1866, date 
contract, March 26, 1867, when his contract was annulled reason 
resignation. This contract service was rendered civilian, and was 
not the military service the United States. 

“On July 16, 1867, Dr. Augusta was appointed Lieutenant Colonel 
Brevet the Volunteer Force, Army the United States, date 
from March 13, 1865, for faithful and meritorious services.” Augusta 


4 


a 


BOUSFIELD 


was the only Negro member the first faculty Howard University 
Medical School. died December 21, 1890. 

Charles Purvis, graduate Western Reserve Medical School, also 
became surgeon the Army, and subsequently teacher Howard 
University Medical School and Freedmen’s Hospital. 

Two Negroes received dental degrees the first two classes graduating 
from Harvard Dental School: Nathan Cooley Keep, former slave, and 
George Franklin Grant Oswego, New York. 

The Civil War ended 1865. Science and industrialism were the 
march. The South was bankrupt. The development the West began 
earnest. Negroes were free and their own. The empire was 
expanding the West and developing fast. 

Medicine was the march too. Ether had been proved 
humbug. Pasteur, Koch, and Lister had made their initial contributions 
others were follow. The first nursing school had been established 
the Women’s Hospital Philadelphia. Clinics and hospitals were being 
established and attention was being given specialization. Organized 
medicine was growing strength and power. all intents, Negroes 
had nothing with this, but these doctors who had been graduated 
really had laid foundation for colored doctors which cannot over- 
estimated. They furnished example and inspiration for the new freed 
men that they did not have start from scratch. Already, they had 
heritage extending back for 150 years. was pretty tenuous line, 
but was there. Medicine had not developed into the complex profes- 
sion today, that was not difficult for the former slaves 
build their schools and fair job meeting the requirements, 
especially over the next difficult 30-year period. That they did good 
job attested that fact that years after freedom they had 
over thousand colored doctors practicing the United States. And 
they had begun build hospitals too. 

During the war great contraband camp for escaped slaves had been 
established Washington. The Freedmen’s Bureau had been created 
care for these unfortunates. There were 26,357 unemployed Negroes 
Washington alone, and 22,798 Negro patients government hospitals 
that city during 1866. The living conditions, ill health, and poverty 
these camps became bad that something had about it. part 
that something ultimately became Howard University and its medical 
school. The University opened November 20, 1866, and November 
1868, the Medical School followed, with eight students 
teachers: Dr. Silas Loomis, Dean and Professor Chemistry and 
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Toxicology, Dr. LaFayette Loomis, Professor Physiology and 
Microscopy, Dr. Joseph Johnson, Secretary and Professor Obste- 


trics, Dr. Robert Reyburn, Professor Surgery, and the 


tioned Dr. Alexander Augusta, Demonstrator Anatomy. The 
former contraband camp had developed into the Freedmen’s Hospital and 
Reyburn was that same year appointed Surgeon Chief. All this seemed 
very fine and progress. Immediately problems developed 
which have not been settled after years. 

Colored doctors had every reason believe that they would find gener- 
ous encouragement new-found freedom. White and colored men 
the profession had combined the organization the faculty new 
medical school. The next natural step was become members 
organized medical society. Applications were sent the Medical Society 
the District Columbia. 

Ridicule and contempt was the result. The Medical College George- 
town College expelled those members its faculty who dared teach 
Negro medical college. The Medical Society the District Colum- 
bia thwarted every effort these men join their organization. 
threat expulsion, the Medical Society denied its members the privilege 
consulting with the six colored doctors then practicing Washington. 
The fight was carried the American Medical Association and sharp 
parliamentary proceedings were used defeat membership the AMA. 
The Society, its defense, stated that, the privilege membership 
merely privilege association social reunion.” This fight went 
the floor the Senate and finally resulted the loss the Society’s 
congressional charter. These methods are reminiscent the way this 
same society met the problem group practice which brought them 
trial recently. Medical societies are conservative organizations. 1944, 
there still Negro member the District Medical Society, and the 
several hundred colored physicians the District Columbia are still 
denied membership the AMA. 

Asket Delaware, and Keller Kentucky. made the 
nefarious majority report the nominating committee the American 
Medical Association meeting held Washington, May 3-6, 1870. They 
established principle which has plagued Negro doctors ever since. 
Doctors Alfred Stille Pennsylvania and Woodward the United 
States Army, signed the minority report, pointing out the satisfactory 
qualifications the petitioners and their compliance with the conditions 
membership the American Medical Association. 
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soon became apparent that Negro schools must provided there 
were any significant number colored doctors. Meharry Medical 
College Nashville, Tennessee, was established 1876. Shaw Univer- 
sity Raleigh, North Carolina, added medical school 1888. Other 
institutions giving medical training were, Knoxville Medical College 
the University West Tennessee, Louisville National Medical College, 
Flint Medical College New Orleans, and the Chattanooga National 
Medical College. All these schools have closed except Howard and 
Meharry, all except Shaw between 1906 and 1908. Shaw lasted until 
1915, graduated 448 medical and 126 pharmacy students, but could not 
meet the new requirements the American Medical Association and had 
close. 

1923 there had been colored women physicians graduated 
from Meharry, from Howard, from Woman’s Medical College. 
Boston has graduated Tufts University Illinois Michigan 
Fitzwater Medical School Louisville College Physicians and Sur- 
Woman’s Medical College New York Chicago Hospital 
Medicine Bennett Medical College and Temple There were 
women dentists the census 1920. Dr. Rebecca Cole was the first 
colored woman medical graduate. She finished Woman’s Medical 
College 1869. She practiced for years. Nannette Stafford, 
born Brunswick, Georgia, 1853, finished Howard 1878, and 
completed her medical education Germany. She settled Ofnabruck 
and began practice there. After two years she went Zurich, married 
Arnold Jassman Switzerland, and established sanitarium for women 
and children. For her good work among German people, the Catholic 
Church set aside day praise and thanksgiving Dr. 
Harriett Rice graduated from Wellesley 1887 and from Woman’s 
Medical College New York about 1891 and spent most her life 
Europe. She was decorated France, Reconnaissance 
July 1919, and given bronze medal for her devotion and ability 
caring for French wounded during the war.” 

Despairing overcoming the restrictions against universal member- 
ship the county medical societies, colored physicians 1895 organized 
The National Medical Association Atlanta, George. Before this, 
December 1892, Dr. Lynk Jackson, Tennessee, colored physi- 
cian, published the first Negro medical journal this country, The Medi- 
cal and Surgical Observer, monthly, which lasted eighteen months. 
Lynk was the founder and president the University West Tennessee 
Medical College. The Journal the National Medical Association began 
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1908. bi-monthly publication, and continues today better and 
more vigorous journal than ever before. 

took thirty years after the Civil War reach this stage organiza- 
tion. the meantime, the first generation freedmen had been through 
the terror the reconstruction period. There had been the problem 
establishing homes, family life, earning living, and seeking educa- 
tion. During these thirty years there was constant procession repres- 
sive measures, custom and legislation. The turn the twentieth 
century found the Negro desperate plight. Lynchings, burnings, and 
Klux floggings were common occurrences. Disfranchisement, poll 
taxes, grandfather clauses, peonage, separate travel accommodations, and 
impossibly inferior schools were forced upon entirely helpless people. 
Tenancy and share-cropping robbed them the returns from their labor. 
amazing that such people could find way attend medical schools. 

late 1915, Meharry Medical College closed early each spring 
order that its students could take summer jobs Pullman cars order 
earn enough porters finance next year’s education. Many were 
permitted graduate while debt the school. 

Following 1900, things began change. The South was solidified, 
had recovered somewhat from the war, and had gained race-baiting poli- 
who were remaining power shouting about white supremacy. 
Booker Washington was building Tuskegee and making speeches all 
over the country. DuBois, Harvard and Heidelberg graduate, 
was expounding philosophy equal rights for Negroes, and finally 
organized the National Association for the Advancement Colored Peo- 
ple. Behind these two leaders colored people took hope and began 
fight back. Both these men made enormous contributions the health 
colored people. Booker Washington organized National Negro 
Health Week, built hospital the campus Tuskegee, and 1912 
initiated the John Andrew Clinics which yearly draw several hundred 
white and colored doctors from all over the country southern Alabama. 
DuBois and his organization began immediately and the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement Colored People has never ceased battle 
for the elimination color restrictions against the colored doctor. 

the meantime, colored doctors built homes, drove good horses, ulti- 
mately automobiles, and became community leaders. These very signs 
prosperity brought down the wrath the poor whites upon them. Their 
homes were burned, and many Negro doctor, even until the first 


World War, had leave the South hour’s notice, losing all had 
accumulated. 


7 


BOUSFIELD 


was also turning point medicine. American doctors were going 
Europe regular part their post-graduate training and finding 
Lister’s methods really working the surgical clinics. They found 
medical education tied with university training and they came home 
resolved that these things should become true here. 

Negro doctors began develop their own hospitals. bed 
behind the cottage which served office, bigger house, another bed. 
Some the intrepid surgery done Negroes these inadequate sur- 
roundings often deserved the term heroic. These Negro surgeons were 
self-taught and, addition laudable ambition, sheer necessity forced 
them such resources. The mystery that they became good 
they did. 

Many the existing white hospitals refused Negro patients entirely. 
When they were acceptable they were housed the basement. Within 
the past five years, have seen colored patients quartered sub-base- 
ment separated from the coal-fired furnace, white denominational 
hospital, thin plaster board partition not extending the ceiling. 
There much credence placed the constantly repeated charge that 
even this concession was made only because Negro patients furnished 
material for the training the white surgical staff. 

Negro hospitals grew size and number, and these colored 
surgeons became more competent, staff organizations progressed, boards 
trustees were organized, and Negro schools and churches began 
support the most worthy them. 1910, there were slightly less than 
hundred these hospitals, but only the Freedmen’s Hospital Wash- 
ington, C., had governmental support. The history this hospital 
and the queer struggle make competent teaching part Howard 
University Medical School would make sizeable article itself. 

the meantime, poverty stricken Negroes were crowding municipal 
hospitals all over the country. But Negro doctors were not admitted 
these hospital staffs. One the earliest efforts break this taboo took 
place Kansas City, Missouri. The fight started 1906, headed 
Dr. Unthank. The city built new general hospital 1911, and 
the old building became Negro section. Four colored doctors were 
admitted the staff attending physicians, Doctors Wm. Thompkins 
and Perry went the surgical side, and Doctors Ernest 
and Bousfield the medical side. Ultimately, the city built 
modern hospital and staffed with Negro doctors. 

Shortly thereafter, the City St. Louis followed exactly the same 
plan, and about 1937 dedicated the new 750-bed Homer Phillips Hos- 
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pital, staffed Negro doctors, and used St. Louis University and 
Washington University teaching hospital. 

The American Medical Association dealt very fairly with Negro hos- 
pitals and leaned over backwards helping them qualify for minimum 
standards. The American College Surgeons did only half job. Their 
surveys were conducted fairly, but great injustice resulted from the 
exclusion Negro members who were able meet their requirements. 
the beginning, Dr. Daniel Hale Williams Chicago was taken 
along with the rest the staff St. Luke’s Hospital. Only one other 
colored surgeon has been proven acceptable, Dr. Louis Wright New 
York City. 

This same Daniel Hale Williams was born January 18, 1858, Holli- 
daysburg, Pennsylvania, and died August 1931, Idlewild, Michigan. 
His life spans this entire middle period which have indicated run- 
ning from 1865 1930. was the greatest Negro 
doctor his day. Nothing known about his parentage except that 
somehow his mother brought him Janesville, Wisconsin, when was 
ragged urchin five. She abandoned him the home the Charles 
Henry Andersons, where she had been taken for shelter. 

These were the Civil War days 1863. This mother may have been 
escaping into Canada and had gone far she could with him. 
any rate, nothing was ever heard from Sara Williams again. The 
Andersons were the only colored family Janesville and Dan lived with 
them for twenty years. time, played the bass viol the well-known 
band his foster father until developed interest medicine. Mr. 
Anderson encouraged him, did Surgeon General Henry Palmer, who 
was then living Janesville, and permitted him study his office. 
The Andersons sent Williams the Chicago Medical College (now 
Northwestern) and graduated medicine 1883. 

remarkable family, the Andersons. Dr. Charles Bentley, who 
was become leading dentist Chicago, with offices the Marshall 
Field Annex, and with almost entirely white practice, was also 
protege the Andersons. Bentley was one the most cultured men 
his day, leader the Chicago Dental Society, and many civic and 
racial organizations. addition, the Andersons educated three children 
their own, one whom was leading dentist St. Louis, Missouri, 
another successful physician Chicago, while the third, recently 
deceased, was hospital administrator, newspaper editor, 


From Wisconsin, the Andersons contributed generously Negro 
leadership. 
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After Dan Williams graduated, served internship Mercy 
Hospital, the Catholic institution which John Murphy was making 
famous. This was the day when Chicago was developing into great 
medical center. Dr. Christian Fenger was alive and took great interest 
this young colored doctor. Williams developed rapidly, and 1891, 
less than ten years after graduated, established Provident Hospital 
29th and Dearborn. This the first real hospital the United States 
operated Negroes. But was Negro hospital? George 
Pullman, Phillip Armour, George Webster, Marshall Field, Ogden 
Armour, Cyrus McCormick, Potter Palmer, and others, joined the 
venture. There were colored nurses those days, nursing school 
was established. The staff was made white and colored doctors, 
the patients were largely white, colored interns were seldom available, 
most them were white for period fifteen years, and white 
superintendent nurses remained there until after graduated from 
Northwestern 1909, when the hospital was still being used teaching 
part Northwestern. 

1893, Dan Williams justly gained fame the first surgeon ever 
report successful operation the heart. Priority for this work dates 
from reports the Medical Record March 27, 1897, article 
entitled Stab Wound the Heart and Pericardium—Suture the 
Pericardium—Recovery—Patient Alive Three Years Afterwards.” 

1893, Dr. Williams went Washington Surgeon Chief 
Freedmen’s Hospital, appointment President Cleveland, and re- 
mained there until 1898. completely reorganized the surgical services 
that hospital and established nursing school. While there mar- 
ried Alice Johnson, Washington school teacher. Quite unable cope 
with the political machinations such strategy-wise city Wash- 
ington, Dan returned Chicago, only find himself elbowed out 
Provident. began private practice, confining himself largely sur- 
gery, and quickly gained place the attending staff St. Luke’s 
Hospital, where ran one the largest gynecological services the 
city until died 1931. 

After Dan Williams graduated medicine, never had another single 
interest life. saved his money and put into Provident Hospital 
along with others. had great determination and great confidence 
himself. had the natural dexterity make surgeon, and would 
operate all day long all kinds cases without exception, pay pay. 
single-tracked was his mind that could not begin cope with 
medical politics. had stomach for fight—he always gave away 
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before that—twice Provident and once Freedmen’s. made few 
close friends, any all, except Fenger. was once expelled from 
fraternal organization the very hey day his success. had 
admirers the Anderson family, which seems have forgotten 
promptly after got out school. His wife was the one fine thing 
his life. They maintained quietly elegant home, with Swedish maid, 
who served them well for years, and was real treat meet and receive 
the gracious courtesy Mrs. Williams. Even Dan would lose much 
his preoccupation and boorishness before her. But drew more and 
more within himself and seemed have interest former associates 
once moved into new surroundings. man ever made less effort 
make friends. 

1909 visited him ask about going Freedmen’s intern. 
told that would rather see boy his selling newspapers 
the street. went anyway, and Dan was wrong. had had unfortu- 
nate administrative experience and nothing about the place suited him. 

drove electric cabriolet, one those glistening glassed-in show 
cases which have entirely disappeared with the development high-speed 
motors, but when rained, Dan came down town the street car. 
Quite early life, perhaps because had children his own, 
began ask parents name child for him. would then promptly 
forget all about it. one instance, closely related such family, 
went two-month’s vacation. When came back after this brief 
interlude, Dan called his grown-up namesake John.” John, now man 
fifty more, has never forgiven him and generally not known 
have been christened Daniel Hale. uses the initials H., but all his 
friends know him quite another name his own choice. 

Making money never was main interest with Dan Williams. 
toured the country teaching surgery wherever had chance. 
started demonstrator anatomy Northwestern, but finally gave 
much more time visiting clinical professorship surgery Meharry. 
was constantly attending great number medical meetings all over 
the South, and was much admired teacher. cared for nothing 
else. His wife died first, and there were children left whatever 
estate possessed the Catholic Church for the repose his restless 
and disgruntled soul. 

Two other Chicago physicians deserve much more liberal attention than 
possible. They lived during the same years Daniel Hale Williams 
and supplemented and extended the work began: Dr. Wilberforce 
Williams and Dr. George Cleveland Hall. This other Williams was 
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internist and the first Negro doctor contribute articles health 
Negro newspapers. did much create early interest tuber- 
culosis. George Cleveland Hall was all that Dan Williams was not, 
suave politician, friend Booker Washington, leader the Urban 
League, clever diplomat, made friends easily, and fought enemies ruth- 
lessly. He, too, was good surgeon and uncannily certain diagnoses, 
often confounding his confreres with the seeming ease with which 
made them. stayed with Provident Hospital all through the years, 
and, joining with Julius Rosenwald and Dr. Frank Billings, was mainly 
responsible for the new Provident Hospital now facing Washington 
Park Street. They raised three million dollars for this hospital, 
which opened 1933 and really the milestone which marks the 
beginning the third period through which colored doctors have come. 

Foundations, particularly the Rockefeller and Julius Rosenwald groups, 
took active interest the health Negroes, distributed scholarships 
and grants for study and equipment dozen hospitals, and were largely 
responsible for this new hospital which established affiliation with the 
University Chicago Medical School. This arrangement, which con- 
tinues, works the mutual advantage the hospital and the University, 
167-bed modern seven story building with four story clinic 
building adjoining. interracial Board Trustees has had continuous 
control for years. The staff serves its regular turn twice year 
host the South Side Branch the Chicago Medical Society. They 
have entertained the regional conference the American College 
Surgeons Fracture Committee and the Chicago Society Industrial 
Surgery and Medicine. The out-patient clinic has annual attendance 
130,000, with additional 12,000 emergencies, the third largest 
the city. Surgical residencies are approved for three and five year 
periods. the first hospital the country make routine fluoroscopic 
chest examinations obligatory all out-patients, matter what services 
they attend. (Grasslands and Billings have followed suit.) White pro- 
fessors from the University direct much the teaching, but Negro 
physicians teach Billings Hospital too, and carry large part the 
clinic load certain departments where the patients are 99% white. 

Provident’s Negro doctors have spread out into white hospitals the 
city. Six colored doctors work the Billings Clinics the University 
Chicago. There are two Research, two Loyola, three 
Children’s Memorial, one St. Luke’s, and one Presbyterian. 

interesting anecdote was brought back the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund white member the staff who went the eye clinic 
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Billings. The clinic was crowded, and while they were waiting Dr. 
Moses Jones, one the colored clinicians, went by. elderly white 
woman who sat next friend asked, What that colored doctor 
doing 

she replied, one the eye men. Fact is, I’m waiting 
for him.” 

The old lady made reply for time, then she said, Well, I’m not 
from the South, and I’m not prejudiced, but what makes mad that 
fight free them, bring them North, and then they vote the 
Democratic ticket.” 

less than ten years, the following diplomates national specialty 
boards have been developed among the staff Provident Hospital 


Three diplomates the American Board Surgery 

Three diplomates the American Board Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Three diplomates the American Board Opthalmology 

Three diplomates the American Board Otolaryngology 


Two diplomates the American Board Radiology 
Two diplomates the American Board Pediatrics 
Two diplomates the American Board Dermatology 


One diplomate the American Board Dermatology and Syphilology 
One diplomate the American Board Dermatology 


addition, have had special training surgery, medicine, 
pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology, and dermatology. Twenty- 
eight men are listed having additional other training. Eleven graduates 
are teaching Howard, Meharry. Twenty-four significant publica- 
tions are listed the Medical Director worthy mention. lesser 
degree this has been happening dozen other hospitals. 

Provident has contributed more than any other so-called Negro hospital 
the inspiration and accomplishment colored physicians. 

The story this last fifteen-year period can summed two 
hospitals, which another way saying that better teach- 
ing was available. These institutions lifted Negro medicine out the 
mire, just they had elevated medicine general. Dr. Daniel Hale 
Williams had left rich heritage present-day doctors. 

The earliest study Negro hospitals was made the Council 
Medical Education and Hospitals the American Medical Association 
for the year 1927 connection with available internships. One hundred 
and nineteen colored physicians graduated from medical schools that 
year. One hundred and three, 87%, came from Howard and Meharry. 
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Seventy-one, 60%, served internships hospitals, two which 
were not approved institutions. Twelve colored hospitals were approved 
for internships with Freedmen’s having interns for 268-bed 
hospital—obviously attempt supply training otherwise not available. 
Subsequently, the bed capacity Freedmen’s was increased 322 and 
the number internships reduced 16. Before 1930, the shortage 
approved internships worked great hardship colored graduates. 
that time there were 1788 beds the approved hospitals, with 
internships for annual output slightly more than 100 colored 
graduates. This meant that more than men were annually unable 
find internships. There were residencies all. 

1939, the bed capacity approved colored hospitals had increased 
additional 1038 beds and the available internships had jumped from 
168. Approved residencies had appeared and were being filled. 

These residencies developed rapidly, until 1939 seven hospitals re- 
ported total fully-approved specialties: medicine, surgery, 


pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology, pathology, x-ray, and gynecology. 
reports are not available. 


Hospitals offering residencies 1939 were: 


Freedmen’s Washington, 
George Hubbard Nashville, Tenn. 
Harlem New York City 
Homer Phillips St. Louis, Mo. 
Provident Baltimore, Md. 
Provident Chicago, 

St. Mary’s Infirmary St. Louis, Mo. 
Wheatley-Provident Kansas City, Mo. 


Other approved hospitals that time not offering residencies 


Flint-Goodridge New Orleans, La. 
Kansas City General No. Kansas City, Mo. 
Lincoln Durham, 
Mercy Philadelphia, Pa. 
Parkside Detroit, Mich. 

St. Agnes Raleigh, 
Brewster 


Jacksonville, Fla. 


the five years since this 1939 report, additional residencies have 
been approved, excluding Harlem. one these hospitals has 
increased the number, with the 750-bed Homer Phillips Municipal 
Hospital St. Louis, now having the active interest Washington 
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University Medical School, topping the list. From one Medicine and 
one Surgery reported 1939, they have added: 


Gynecology and Obstetrics 
Urology 

Ophthalmology 
Otolaryngology 
Tuberculosis 

Neurology 

Psychiatry 

Radiology 

Pathology 


Now total 11. 


The following approved hospitals having reported none 1939, are 
now added the list: 


Flint-Goodridge New Orleans, La. 
Kansas City General No. Kansas City, Mo. 
Lincoln Durham, 
Mercy Philadelphia 


Doctors who spent part time hospital superintendents and nurses who 
tried the administrative job began disappear. Young colored 
men with training experience business found hospital administra- 
tion attractive field. The ineffectual National Hospital Association, 
largely inspirational organization, was abandoned. The National 
Association Hospital Administrators was organized, with member- 
ship limited the administrators approved institutions. half-dozen 
these men are already Fellows the Association American Hos- 
pital Administrators. One has graduated from the School Hospital 
Administration the University Chicago. 

not exceptional for colored doctor spend extra luxurious years 
residency now, and this new aristocracy has had profound influence. 
The modern type clinical presentation has come into medical meetings. 
But good hospitals for Negroes have not always been obtained without 
great opposition, particularly the North. All northern cities have not 
been liberal has the Cleveland City Hospital admitting colored 
doctors for internships and residencies. This very interesting situa- 
tion and bears heavily the graduate education colored doctors. 
Nothing shows the intimate relationship hospital the community 
better than the ease with which can become involved with social issues. 
This evident the fights made hospital insurance plans organized 
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medicine, spite which there was the quick espousal these plans 
the people. 

Negro doctors, desiring promote hospital gain membership 
medical organizations, have often been caught between two groups, one 
white and one black, both which try saddle social questions them. 
White doctors say Negro doctors, You can meet our professional 
requirements, true, but you are socially unacceptable and therefore 
you must have separate institutions. Sorry this robs you the 
professional rewards which you have earned. just can’t anything 
about that. much more important for have dinner dance, 
which couldn’t possibly have you, than sacrifice the dance and 
assure you professional standing along with the rest us.” 

Negro groups, mostly lay persons, organized break down all segrega- 
tion and color restrictions, say the Negro doctor, Hospitals are 
important community organizations and all these color restrictions 
their organization must broken down. are not going have any 
Jim Crow hospitals here. would rather have hospital all. You 
must force your way the staff the white hospitals. more 
important that than for you have separate hospital. Until 
then you must find way improve your professional competence with- 
out hospital connections. That’s your problem, not ours. will try 
help you, but can’t will everything our power force 
you without separate hospital. believe that professional 
qualifications are the only standards which should considered for staff 
memberships.” 

any wonder that colored doctors have seemed confused times? 
certain cities, these things have combined rob them modern edu- 
cational advantages and keep them classified belonging the middle 
period before 1930. 

has been shown Chicago’s Provident Hospital that place 
provided train colored doctors, social questions will more quickly 
solved. Jews and women, the other problem groups, have used this 
method—organizing hospitals their own and working out from them. 

There defense for the exclusion Negroes from hospitals just 
because they are Negroes. Neither convincing, matter what the 
reason, propose that Negroes shall not organize institutions their 
own. Really, what has disturbed colored people told that they 
must have separate hospitals. Once that out the way, can have 
hospitals with all-Negro staffs and proud them. 

Dr. James Derham was the colored wonder doctor slavery days and 
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Dr. Daniel Hale Williams was the best example the middle period. 
Many illustrious names must passed over for all these Solomon 
Fuller, former professor Psychiatry Boston University, 
Curtis, the first intern Provident and for years head the depart- 
ment surgery Howard University Medical School, and the first 
colored member the attending staff County Hospital Chicago, 
Julian Lewis, now Associate Professor Pathology the Univer- 
sity Chicago and author Biology the Negro,” William Augustus 
Hinton, originator the delicate Hinton test for syphilis Harvard 
and Boston City Dispensary. Adams, Carson, and Warfield Wash- 
ington, Minton Philadelphia, Gamble West Virginia, Byrd Vir- 
ginia, John Hunter Lexington, Brow and Bryant Birmingham, 
Roman, John Hale Meharry and Perry Kansas City. 

But Dr. Theodore Lawless Chicago probably the best example 
success for this last period. Son minister, born New Orleans, 
Lawless colored dermatologist with offices the heart Chicago’s 
Negro community. probably has the largest skin practice the city, 
with 98% his patients being white. Lawless graduated from North- 
western and taught dermatology there for years, after having spent long 
time here and abroad student. Northwestern has graduated two 
the most distinguished colored doctors, both whom have been 
great credit the school. But Negro students are not accepted there 
now. That what clinical clerkships have done for colored students 
nearly all the best white medical schools the country. 

have seen Lawless conduct special quiz class dermatology from 
until 10:00 o’clock the evening when the all-white class was 
preparing for County examinations. incomparable instructor, 
and did not surprise when the class broke into spontaneous applause 
the end the session. have seen him the same thing, with 
handful colored chalk and blackboard, for colored doctors 
Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas. have heard the same acclaim the 
end these periods. hard and impatient tutor, quick and 
sure diagnostician, omnivorous student and reader medical litera- 
ture, means confined his specialty, and fine clinician and re- 
search student, who established and financed research laboratory 
Provident Hospital. good golfer, loves music and color photogra- 
phy—for what does preserve important clinical material and 
show the beauties nature; spends considerable sums Eastman’s 
that, and recently gave fine memorial gate Dillard University, New 
Orleans, memory his father who was minister that, his home 
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town. Lawless uncompromising his fights for equal rights for all 
people. the modern scientific physician and declared genius his 
field, and frequently takes his learning into the South, did Dan 
Williams, George Cleveland Hall, and others. 

Some the best the younger men are being garnered Howard 
and Meharry, particularly Howard Drew, head the department sur- 
gery Howard. These men have had the aid and assistance the great 
foundations, and they have well repaid their benefactors the lift they 
have given medical practice among colored people. 

Before 1930, the Negro took little active part Public Health, 
although his mortality and sickness rates warranted concentration his 
problems. The colored public health nurse was first introduced, mainly 
through part-pay from foundations, until 1940 there were 341 these 
useful women officially appointed and publically supported southern 
states. was much more difficult push the colored doctor, but finally 
North Carolina became the first state add trained colored physician 
the state health department. The Julius Rosenwald Fund paid his 
entire salary for the first year, two-thirds the second year, and one- 
third the third year. Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas followed, Texas 
employing colored woman doctor for Maternal and Child Health 
Services. 

City health departments finally began use Negro doctors New 
York, Louisville, Baltimore, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Detroit, 
Birmingham, and elsewhere. Health centers with trained Negro doctors 
directors began established Negro communities for concen- 
trated attacks their health problems. New York, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, Louisville and Birmingham were given financial assistance for 
this purpose the Julius Rosenwald Fund. Trained Negro personnel 
was added the Public Health Service and the Children’s Bureau. 

Until 1938, public health officials this country had never officially 
recognized the nurse-midwife. Conference Better Care for 
Mothers and Babies, held Washington, C., that year, the Commit- 
tee Professional Resources, with Dr. Robert DeNormandie 
Chairman, reluctantly and cautiously approved such recommendation 
made colored physician, aided and abetted, much his surprise, 
Dr. Allen Freeman, Director the School Hygiene and Public Health 
Johns Hopkins. 

This pair did again the Conference Children Democracy 
1940. The Planning Committee refused report recommenda- 
tion. The impossibility reaching the colored mothers the South 
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any other way turned the trick. addition the Lobenstein Clinic 
New York, and the Frontier Nursing Service Kentucky, there now 
school for colored nurse-midwives Tuskegee. The State and County 
Health Departments and the Children’s Bureau all participate official 
agencies. The Julius Rosenwald Fund helped finance it, supplied 
trained colored obstetrician supervisor, and paid for the training the 
first group colored public health nurses doubtfully admitted Loben- 
stein. The nurse-midwife, now officially sponsored has come stay and 
has been long overdue the United States. 

the first September last year, there were, according the War 
Department, 582,861 Negroes serving the Army. These included 
officers, enlisted men, nurses, warrant officers, hospital dietitians, physical 
therapy aides, members the Women’s Army Corps. Four thousand, 
three hundred and eighty-six were commissioned officers, among which 
were 395 the Medical Corps, the Dental Corps, and 202 were 
nurses. There one-thousand bed station hospital commanded 
Colonel, with shifting staff approximately Majors, Captains, 
and Lieutenants. Connected therewith Medical Officers 
Replacement Pool, Physiotherapy Aides Training School for WACs 
and another for civilians. There training school for Medical and 
Surgical Technicians, and allotment Penicillin has been sent the 
hospital from the Surgeon General’s Office for experimental purposes. 
Two other station hospitals 150 beds each, headed medical officer 
with the rank Major, have been organized from this hospital for over- 
seas duty. These hospitals, much anything else, indicate the new 
status the Negro doctor after continuing struggle years. 

There has been steady decrease the number colored medical 
graduates since 1930 average per year, although the number 
June 1942 was approximately 95. This ratio one colored doctor 
per 3,400 Negro people. There are hundreds thousands Negroes 
living the South for whom colored physician available. There 
are southern states where least twenty per cent the Negro population 
die without doctor during their last illness. 

not conceivable, perhaps desirable, that additional separate medi- 
cal schools can organized. There indication increase 
the present number about colored graduates finishing each year 
the other medical colleges. other words, pretty safe say 
that schools refuse take Negro students. Negro hospitals, and their 
training facilities, growing and expanding quality and quantity, are 
likely bog down, purely from lack medical graduates. Howard and 
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Meharry are carrying full loads accelerated war-time program. 
They estimate that this will produce 530 physicians years. 

Dr. John Lawlah, Dean Howard University Medical College 
says, This many graduates can expected for years come, 
unless larger numbers can graduated from the other medical schools. 
average students could graduated from the medical 
schools other than Howard and Meharry, instead the present, 
our expected output physicians during the next 3-year period would 
increased 150, thus increasing the anticipated number 690 over the 
3-year period. are losing death about 100 colored doctors 
annually.” 

The Negro death rate still too high. Opportunities for competent 
colored public health workers are too few, and facilities for our medical 
students are too meager. Hospital services for Negroes have increased 
remarkably, but there are areas the South where there are only 
hospital beds available for million Negroes. These conditions contain 
the challenges the future for colored doctors. Now, the young men. 
with better training, take over. 
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ELISHA BARTLETT, DISTINGUISHED PHYSICIAN WITH 
COMPLETE TRANSPOSITION THE VISCERA 


DONALD 


Doctor,” wrote Alonzo Clark (8) enquiring physician 
from Philadelphia, The cases which the heart found the right 
side and the liver the left are rare. long professional lifetime, 
and almost all hospital, well consultational practice, have 
known but two cases. One was very intimate professional friend, 
who lived near years age, and died the spinal disease known 
locomotor ataxia. was one the most accomplished men the 
age, and wrote book that was universally regarded standard and 
classic the Fevers the United States. never had sensation 
that suggested any heart liver disease. saw him almost the last 
hours his Clark, whose reliability and professional attain- 
ments are well known from Garrison’s biographical account (5), was re- 
ferring Elisha Bartlett with whom was intimately associated 
Vermont Medical College and the College Physicians and Surgeons 
New York, where they both taught. Bartlett died 1855, his fifty- 
first year, from obscure nervous trouble, the nature which 
have not been able ascertain” (wrote Osler) (7). was certainly 
man practitioner, lecturer, writer, and public officer. 
His book fevers the United States was very widely read. The 
fourth edition was edited Clark who prefaced with these words: 
“The distinguished author this volume had performed his last scien- 
tific labor, when his third edition was prepared for the press. Sixteen 
months ago closed his brilliant career, after years growing bodily 
weakness and pain; his mind dimmed his physical infirmities, but 
bright and comprehensive, glowing with the memories the past, and 
the visions the future. died too soon for the profession 
His high mental endowments were controlled and directed 
considerate judgment and earnest, benevolent heart (3). 
The Philadelphian with whom Clark corresponded about 1880 was 
Thomas Sozinskey. This man published the 1883 (8) 
paper wherein may not amiss say that the physician 


*From the Department Pathology, Duke University School Medicine, Durham, 
North Carolina. 


whom Dr. Clark refers was, doubtless, Dr. Elisha Bartlett, who was 
born Rhode Island, October 6th, 1804, and died July 19th, 1855.” 
Because the implication that visceral transposition must regarded 
somewhat incapacitating form congenital malformation has often been 
made, consider important exemplify the contrary viewpoint re- 
viewing the life Elisha Bartlett. Careful study the extensive litera- 
ture visceral transposition has convinced that mirror-image situs 
the viscera does not itself constitute handicap signify the prob- 
ability coincident, latent, hazardous congenital defects. Bronchiectasis 
only has been shown occur with significantly greater frequency situs 
inversus viscerum completus (SIVC), (1, 2). Several biographers are 
agreed (4, that Bartlett’s slowly progressive, disabling illness was 
neurologic disorder. There nothing suggest that his was disease 
developmental origin, related his visceral transposition. far 
can determine our only information concerning Bartlett’s visceral 
peculiarity the letter Sozinskey from Clark. Further evidence can- 
not offer; more accurate diagnostic methods than Clark used were not 
available 1880. 

Bartlett attended seminary Smithfield, his home town, and then 
studied New York Friends’ institution. Thus his travels began 
early age. His medical training included instruction from four 
more practitioners several states, lectures heard Boston and Provi- 
dence, and further instruction Paris after was granted degree 
Medicine Brown University, 1826, the age years. After his 
year European study began practice the small (3500 people) 
manufacturing town Lowell, Massachusetts. married Elizabeth 
Slater from Smithfield, his native town, 1829; have found record 
any offspring. The popular young doctor, the age 32, was 
elected the first mayor Lowell 1836 and returned office for 
second term. 1840 represented the Lowell district the state 
legislature. The governor appointed him the state board education 
1845. 

early 1821, when was but seventeen years age, was 
contributor the columns the Worcester Spy. Thus, early, may 
said have commenced his literary career” (6). The death 
Laennec occurred during his student year under Cloquet, Cuvier, Geoffroy 
St. Hilaire, Boyer, Dupuytren, and others. wrote letter home: 
celebrated Laennec died his country residence the 13th 
the present month. The publication 1819 new method ascer- 
taining diseases the chest forms era the history medicine. 
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Laennec fell victim one those diseases, the investigation 
which himself has enriched the field science, contributed the 
alleviation human suffering, and given his own name high rank 
among the great and the good men his (7). This notice, Bartlett 
asked have inserted the Providence papers. When settled Lowell, 
Bartlett edited the Monthly Journal Medical Literature for months; 
later was associated with Pierson and Flint for years editing the 
Medical Magazine. Huntington wrote: among the most useful his 
literary labors was the editing Paley’s Natural Theology, with selec- 
tions from the dissertations and notes Lord Brougham and Sir Charles 
Bell, illustrated numerous wood cuts, and prefaced life the 
This work was undertaken the instance, and under the 
authority, the Board Education, and one the series the 
‘School (6). Those who have undertaken editorial toil, well 
know the struggles and snares, and will appreciate the additional expendi- 
ture energy these projects required. Bartlett’s translation Peisse’s 
Sketches, mentioned the list his publications below, must con- 
sidered the same category. For style his medical writing Bartlett 
may called the Watson the Trousseau America,” wrote Osler. 
his contemporaries the profession there were brilliant writers, 
—Samuel Henry Dickson, Jacob Bigelow, style 
uniformly high and polished, yet withal plain, not one them 
approached Bartlett” (7). 

His popularity Lowell was due part his willingness under- 
take accessory labors. addition serving public office, although 
the same time practitioner and professor medicine, this ener- 
getic man presented popular lectures the Lowell Lyceum. 1828 
talked contagious diseases. Later gave series lectures 
sanitation and hygiene and 1836 spoke several times physiology. 
was twice chosen deliver the annual Fourth July Oration (1828 
and 1848) Lowell. the lectures and addresses illustrate, 
Holmes said, ‘that easy flow language, that facility expression, 
that florid warmth when occasion offers, which commonly marks the 
prose those who are born poets’” (7). Osler was sufficiently im- 
pressed with the glowing lecture the Sense the 
Beautiful,” delivered 1843, quote from when gave address 
Bartlett the Rhode Island State Medical Society (7). did not 
state (and have not succeeded finding) where and when Bartlett’s 
lecture was published. 

There indication that this physician with visceral transposition 


spared himself any way. His days were apparently filled with activity, 
and was well-rounded individual. The novels Dickens afforded 
him great pleasure during his mayoralty gave reception for Dickens, 
Concerning this, his friend Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote: distin- 
guished foreign visitor (Charles Dickens), who went through the whole 
length and breadth the land, said that all the many welcomes 
received from statesmen renowned orators, from men whose profes- 
sion eloquence, not one was impressive and felicitous that which 
was spoken Dr. (7). Dr. and Mrs. Bartlett travelled 
widely Europe 1845. This enabled the author the book 
American fevers (published 1842) dine and talk with Louis, whose 
work typhoid much admired, and himself received 
visitor from abroad. 

you will consider the means transportation Bartlett’s time, you 
will marvel his abundant energy. The soundest constitution would 
required one who practiced, consulted, wrote, studied, and taught 
itinerantly did between 1832 and 1854. those years held 
lectureships least eight medical schools, occupying chair several 
geographically distant institutions different seasons the same year: 
Berkshire Medical Institute (Massachusetts) for years, Dartmouth Col- 
lege Medical Department (New Hampshire) for one year (there asso- 
ciated with Holmes), Vermont Medical College for years, Transylvania 
University (Kentucky) for years, University Maryland for year, 
University Louisville (Kentucky) for year, University New York 
for year, and the College Physicians and Surgeons (New York) for 
the last years preceding retirement, enforced his terminal illness. 

Practice caused him concern and little discomfort, and found 
patients eager for his services everywhere his teaching led him. Osler 
quotes (7) from letter: never make charge less than dollar; 
and the consultation visits ordinary cases—the first visit—are $5.00 

have made one visit twenty-five miles distant, for which the fee 
was $25; and saw second patient the same time, incidentally, for 
$5.00 more.... have hardly, indeed, been called out bed during the 
winter. business point view feel quite content with situa- 
tion.” Such fees, considered ample today some practitioners, were 
that day handsome evidence the wide repute Bartlett had won. This 
renown had not come chance; nor had happened invalid, 
inferior individual, man incapable extraordinary and prolonged 
efforts. Bartlett (his intimate friend and highly skilled professional col- 
league, Alonzo Clark, informs us) had complete transposition the 
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viscera (SIVC), and yet made his life outstanding example 
professional worth and distinction. his preface Peisse’s Sketches, 
Bartlett states how such accomplished: After making all reasonable 
allowance for natural tact talent, and for the facilities and advantages 
instruction had extensive medical establishments, will 
found that study, intense untiring, unremitted study the only foundation 
professional worth and distinction.” 


List PUBLICATIONS ELISHA BARTLETT 


Peisse, H.: Sketches the character, and writings eminent living 
surgeons and physicians Paris. Boston: Carter, Hendee and Babcock, 
1831. 131 pp. 8°. 

the nine lives, those Dupuytren and Broussais are still 
interest us, and know work English from which one can 
get better insight into the history medicine Paris the early 
part this century” (Osler) (7). 

year’s residence that city, under the teachings these great 
masters, specially qualified him for the task which undertook and 
executed con amore. felt for those illustrious men, something more 
than the dutiful regard pupil,—an almost idolatrous veneration, and 
desired give his own country-men, through language they under- 
stood, not only more intimate acquaintance with their distinctive traits 
character, but more perfect knowledge their scientific researches 
and professional attainments” (Huntington) (6). 


II. address delivered the anniversary celebration the birth Spurz- 
heim, and the organization the Boston Phrenological Society, January 
1838. Boston: Marsh, Capen Lyons, 1838. pp. 8°. 


great stimulus had been given the study phrenology the 
visit Spurzheim this country. gave course six lectures 
the anatomy the brain and spinal cord one the apartments 
the Medical College September that year, and subsequently 
popular course lectures phrenology. 1832 died Boston 
typhus fever. His brain, stated, was the possession the Boston 
Phrenological Society, before which, January, 1838, Bartlett gave 
interesting address scientific phrenology” (Osler) (7). 


III. The head and the heart, the relative importance intellectual and moral 
education. lecture delivered before the American Institute Instruc- 
tion, Lowell, August 1838. Boston: Ticknor, 1838. pp. 8°. 


stirring plea for higher tone social and political 
(Osler) (7). 


IV. Obedience the laws health moral duty. lecture delivered before 
the American Physiological Society, January 30, 1838. Boston: 
Noble, 1838. pp. 
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vindication the character and condition the females employed 


VI. 


the Lowell mills, against the charges contained the Boston Times, and 
the Boston Quarterly Review. Lowell: Huntress, 1841. pp. 8°. 
Reprinted from the Lowell Courier, 1839. 


rapid growth the industries Lowell had brought from 
the surrounding country very large number young girls, opera- 
tives the mills, and their physical and moral condition had been seri- 
ously impugned the writers certain leading Boston papers. These 
charges were investigated most thorough way Bartlett.... This 
very strong paper, based careful personal investigations, and 
really proved what the title indicated” (Osler) (7). 


introductory lecture the objects and nature medical science 
(Medical Department Transylvania University). Lexington, Ky: 
and Finnell, 1841. pp. 8°. 


The history, diagnosis, and treatment typhoid and typhus fever, with 
essay the diagnosis bilious remittent and yellow fever. Philadel- 
phia: Lea and Blanchard, 1842. 393 pp. 8°. 

2nd edition: The history, diagnosis, and treatment the fevers the 
United States, 1847. 547 pp. 8°. 

3rd edition: 1852. 595 pp. 

4th edition: revised Alonzo Clark, 1856. 610 pp. 


Bartlett’s claim remembrance, far his medical writings are 
concerned, rests mainly this the British and Foreign 
Medico-Chirurgical Review, most complimentary notice Bartlett’s 
work, says, history British fevers such Louis has furnished 
France, such given the volume under discussion, did not exist.’ 
This work immediately placed Bartlett the front rank American 
physicians the day (Osler) (7). 

The fourth edition was revised the man with quotation from 
whose letter this paper begins. His preface read: The question may 
fairly raised whether any book our profession illustrates more 
clearly the beauties sound reasoning and the advantages vigorous 
generalization from carefully selected facts. Certainly author ever 
brought his labor more high-minded purpose representing the 
truth its simplicity and its fulness, while few have been possessed 
higher gifts discern, and gracefully exhibit it” (Clark) (3). 


VIII. Essay the philosophy medical science. Philadelphia: Lea and 


Blanchard, 1844. 312 pp. 8°. 


American medical literature, the most charac- 
teristic Bartlett’s works, and the one which the future students 
will turn most often, since represents one the most successful 
attempts apply the principles deductive reasoning medicine, and 
moreover illustrates the mental attitude acute and thoughtful 
observer the middle the century” (Osler) (7). 
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XI. 


XII. 


ELISHA BARTLETT, DISTINGUISHED PHYSICIAN 


inquiry into the degree certainty medicine; and into the nature 


and extent its power over disease. Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard, 
1848. pp. 8°. 


One Bartlett’s most characteristic Circumstances 
had combined disturb the general confidence the profession. 
Bartlett appeared high time speak clear and earnest word for 
the science which study and teach, and for the art which inculcate 
and practice, and this essay set himself the task vindicating the 
claims medicine the regard and confidence mankind” (Osler) 


(7). 


brief sketch the life, character and writings William Charles Wells. 
address delivered before the Louisville Medical Society, December 7th, 
1849. Louisville, Ky.: Prentice and Weissinger, 1848. pp. 8°. 


The South Carolinian Tory, who subsequently became dis- 
tinguished man science London, and who was well known for his 
researches the phenomena dew” (Osler) (7). 


The history, diagnosis, and treatment edematous laryngitis. Louisville, 
Ky.: Prentice and Weissinger, 1850. pp. 8°. 


last Bartlett’s strictly medical publications published 
Louisville the time held the chair practice the University 
carefully prepared monograph, based largely the studies Valleix 


discourse the times, character and writings Hippocrates. Read 
before the trustees, faculty and medical class the College Physicians 


and Surgeons, the opening the term 1852-3. New York: Bailliere, 
1852. pp. 8°. 


the first number the Monthly Journal Medical Literature 
there statement that future occasion the Journal will give 
detailed consideration the character the old physician Cos—the 
venerable father physic, and the reform which effected medi- 
cal science,’ promise which was not fulfilled the profession for 
many years, Bartlett’s well-known lecture Hippocrates, the last, 
indeed his professional writings, was not issued until 1852.... The 
three pictures which gives Hippocrates, young practitioner 
the Isle Thasos, the death-bed Pericles, and teacher the 
Isle Cos, are masterpieces worthy Walter Savage Landor. 
words exaggeration the late George Prentice said, There are but 
few word pictures the English Language that exceed the grandeur 
and loveliness that one called into being Dr. Bartlett which 
imagines Pericles upon his death-bed with Hippocrates 
(Osler) (7). 

These “three pictures” were reprinted Osler appendix 
his essay Bartlett the Alabama student” volume, pp. 147-58 (7). 


DONALD DEF. BAUER 
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TEXTS AND DOCUMENTS 


NEW JERSEY PETITION 
MILDRED NAYLOR 


Glimpses into the story the organizing the medical profession 
the early days the history New Jersey find center vision 
petition presented the legislature group influential residents 
asking for protection from untutored quacks the licensing those 
qualified education and training undertake the practice physic. 

The condition the practice medicine was such that reputable 
physicians who were educated their profession and inspired unselfish 
principles, found advisable separate themselves from the quacks and 
imposters which abounded the colony. 

Accordingly group met New Brunswick and formally organized 
themselves the New Jersey Medical Society. name was later 
changed the Medical Society New Jersey. These fourteen men 
were indeed inspired. The tenets which they adopted can still re- 
garded firm foundation for any medical society today. After 
the adoption the Instruments Association and Constitutions 
the New Jersey Medical Society,” and the society officially formed 
that historic morning July 23, 1766, they decided stay and hold 
their first session that same afternoon. 

The first act the newly organized society was formulate table 
fees and rates. its second meeting November the same 
year, was reported that the society had fallen into disrepute because 
this table fees, and was decided publish the Constitutional Laws 
the public prints, that thereby general clamour may prevented, 
and that judicious and well-disposed people may have opportunity 
assert and vindicate the propriety the scheme, and the Legislature 
induced favor it.” Thus early did they mind the idea having 
legislation passed regulate the practice medicine. 

The past difficult reconstruct because much that was thought 
obvious not recorded. the minutes the society after this second 
meeting November, time given when the meetings opened, 
how long they were session, when they adjourned. Dates are given 
but whether the meetings started the morning with break for lunch, 
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whether there were afternoon evening sessions not stated. During 
the early years there seem have been scientific papers presented. 
Elections were held, candidates considered and admitted, absentees 
excused, the Bill Rates discussed, reports from the inferior societies 
read, and the place for the next meeting voted upon. 

The third meeting was important one from historical point 
view because was then decided that member the society take 
apprentice without adequate knowledge Latin and some Greek, and 
who would not agree remain with his master for four years, the first 
three spent with the master and the fourth some medical school 
Europe America. Here the seeds were sown for the foundation 
formal professional educational standards New Jersey. 

its sixth meeting November 1768, there note com- 
mittee appointed prepare petition presented the General 
Assembly, obtain law regulate the practice physic and surgery. 
possible this subject had been discussed earlier meetings, especially 
since New York had passed such law 1760, but this the first men- 
tion the minutes. year later, 1769, was reported that 
forms petition the Legislative Body this Province, had 
been transmitted number the members this Society, part 
which had been presented the General Assembly, and that they were 
read and ordered second reading.” must assumed that these 
petitions were from inhabitants the Province and not from the medical 
profession. 

the May 1770 meeting was decided that general petition from 
the practitioners medicine back the petitions which had been sent 
the legislature from the inhabitants various parts the colony, 
drawn and handed round the members the society, presumably 
for signatures, speedily possible. Drs. Cochran and Bloomfield were 
appointed attend the session and present them. 

For some unexplained reason these petitions from medical men were 
not presented. Dr. Cochran reported November that the affair has 
not succeeded.” consequence the petitions were tabled. The society 
then decided make the query whether they would revive the affair 
apply for charter for the society, the subject consideration the 
members until the next meeting. This the first reference charter. 

May 1771, this question was put vote, and the majority decided 
favor reviving the petitions. Accordingly Drs. Cochran and Bloom- 
field were again entrusted with the matter, and they were appointed 


NEW JERSEY PETITION 


committee suggest the best methods addressing the legislative 
body, draw and collect petitions and make report the next 
meeting. Here again must assumed that these petitions were 
obtained from physicians and not the laity. 

Drs. Cochran and Bloomfield must have done successful job there 
record vote the November 1771 meeting that petition for 
the regulating the practice, sent the House Assembly, and that 
Drs. Smith, Stites and Newell deliver the said petition.” 

May 1772, however, was again resolved that the members 
the Society get petitions signed the respectable inhabitants their 
neighborhoods, for regulating the practice physic, and send them 
some time before the next session the Assembly Drs. Cochran and 
Bloomfield, and they are desired deliver them unto the Legislature.” 
For some reason the honorable gentlemen appointed the November 
meeting must have passed the buck! 

last, however, success was achieved, for the bill was passed 
September 1772, and vote thanks the society was given Drs. 
Cochran and Bloomfield, for their attending the House Assembly, and 
obtaining the law for the regulation the practice physic and surgery 
this Province.” 

photostat copy petition regulate the practice medicine sent 
Gov. Franklin, the possession the Medical Library the 
Academy Medicine Northern New Jersey.* has five signa- 
tures, but undated, and the space not filled for the locality 
the subscribers, and inhabitants. Whether this one the original 
petitions sent the Legislature 1769, one those finally col- 
lected Drs. Cochran and Bloomfield 1772, cannot determined. 
would seem one the latter since the wording the first 
paragraph identical with the preamble the New York law 1760, 
and the subsequent law New Jersey passed 1772. presumably 
from Freehold Monmouth County since its signers were all from that 
part the province. 

will seen from the accompanying illustration, the names the 
signers are Joseph Throckmorton, Samuel Cooke, Michael Kearny, John 
Wardell and Samuel Breese. 

Joseph Trockmorton was the son the Rev. James Throckmorton. 
married Mary Fitz Randolph Woodbridge. The Throckmorton 
family name taken from Throckmertown, Rockmoortown, situated 


The original petition the Boston Medical Library. 
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the vale Evesham, Warwickshire, England. Their crest 
elephant’s head. Joseph Throckmorton was appointed Justice the Peace 
Monmouth County March 1756. Both the Throckmorton home 
and the Breese home are mentioned Mills’ Historic Houses New 
Jersey places where lavish entertainment was the custom. interest- 
ing note found about Joseph that was inspector the drawing 
lottery for plots land Perth Amboy and Monmouth County 1758, 

The Rev. Samuel Cooke was appointed the Society for the Propaga- 
tion the Faith Foreign Parts succeed the Rev. Thomas Thompson 
missionary the Episcopal Churches Monmouth County. took 
his duties there 1751 and became influential member the 
community and the clergy New Jersey. preached Shrewsbury, 
Freehold and Middletown until the Revolution. Thursday May 15, 
1760 honorary degrees Master Arts from the College Philadel- 
phia, now the University Pennsylvania, were conferred Rev. 
Cooke and Rev. Mr. Robert McKean New Brunswick, who later was 
elected first president the Medical Society New Jersey. There 
record that the Rev. Samuel Cooke practiced medicine did many other 
ministers colonial days, but quite likely that and Rev. McKean 
discussed the condition the practice physic and surgery this time. 
When the Revolution started the Rev. Mr. Cooke’s sympathies were 
with the Crown, and was forced flee the country. sailed with 
other British sympathizers for Bristol, England, but returned and settled 
New York where became deputy chaplain the brigade guards 
the British service. 1785 moved Frederickton, New Bruns- 
wick, Canada, and was the first rector the church there. was the 
representative the Bishop Nova Scotia 1791. was drowned 
1796 while crossing the St. John River and his son drowned with 
His wife was Graham, daughter Michael Kearny, who our next 
signer. 

Michael Kearny emigrated from Cook County, Ireland, 1704 and 
settled Perth Amboy. was married three times, his third wife 
being Sarah, daughter Lewis Morris. was prominent local poli- 
tics and held various offices. 1724 was treasurer the Province 
East Jersey. was appointed member the Council the Pro- 
prietors 1738, and had charge large tracts land Monmouth 
County, New Jersey, and Virginia. His great-great-grandson Law- 
rence Kearny, captain the Navy, established September 1842 
the historic American doctrine the open door equal opportunity 
China, thus gaining world prestige for his country. 


4 4 
4 
y 


A 
, se? 
ra 44 am 


4 4 oS 


é 


4 


‘ 
Jf 4 


- 


‘7 


j 
= 


e 


y 

4 


4 


+ 


~ 
, 


be 
4 
4 
J 
a 


Race 


NEW JERSEY PETITION 


John Wardell was the son Joshua Wardell. lived Shrews- 
bury the “best house the town.” Before the Revolution was 
one the wealthiest and most prominent men the County Mon- 
mouth. 1758 was appointed collect subscriptions for the second 
volume the Laws the Province New Jersey. was coroner 
Monmouth County 1762, and appointed Common Pleas Judge 
that same year. the time the Revolution was strong and 
supporter the British side, and for time held all Shrews- 
bury his way thinking. His lands were finally confiscated and 
was sent New York, and all his property sold public auction 
Tinton Falls March 29, 1779. 

Samuel Breese, son Sidney Breese, was wealthy aristocratic mer- 
chant and played large and active part the affairs Monmouth. His 
first wife was Rebecca, daughter the Rev. Samuel Finley, first presi- 
dent the College New Jersey, now Princeton, and probably because 
this family connection was interested and took subscriptions for 
book the Rev. Finley 1766-67. His first wife died 1768, and 
married second time the daughter minister, this one being 
Elizabeth, daughter Rev. James Anderson New York. 

These short sketches serve give background show that all the 
signers this petition were men prominence, wealth and influence 
their county. There were probably many more similar petitions from 
other sections the province, all with the same aim improving medi- 
cal care. Monmouth County was settled colonists who were owners 
large tracts land and without doubt their names helped influence 
the Legislature the final passing the first medical practice act 
New Jersey. 


TEXT THE PETITION 


his Excellency William Franklin Esqr. Captain General, Governor and Com- 
mander chief and over his Majesty’s Province New Jersey and 
Territories thereon depending America, Chancellor and Vice Admiral 
the same. 


the his Majesty’s Council for said Province, the the 
Representatives for the Province aforesaid general Assembly convened. 


The Petition the Subscribers, Freeholders, Inhabitants 


Most humbly sheweth 
That many persons ignorant and unskilful Physick and Surgery, order 
gain Subsistance, take upon themselves administer the former practice 
the latter, thereby endangering the Lives and Limbs their Patients, and greatly 
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100 MILDRED NAYLOR 


impoverishing their Estates, the great injury the Survivors, who frequently 
are composed distressed Parent, and miserable Offspring. 


Remedy this Inconvenience, and for the more effectually preventing such 
abuses for the future, Your humbly pray. 


That the Profession Physician Surgeon may reduced such 
Standard Certainty with Regard his knowledge, capacity ability the 
several branches, can instill him them practice the same 
THE WHOLE that such mode Examination may prescribed, such For- 
feitures and Penalties Annexed, such Testimonials required, and the practice 
general regulated, your wisdom you shall think proper direct. 


Your PETITIONERS Duty Bounp SHALL Ever Pray. 


Jos: Throckmorton 
Cooke 

Mich: Kearny 
John Wardell 
Samuel Breese 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


THE STRANGE DEATH DR. BEAN 
MONROE THORINGTON 


the parish churchyard Chamonix, the foot Mont Blanc, 
loftiest summit the Alps, the grave Dr. James Baxter Bean, 
Baltimore, the first and only American physician meet his end the 
mountain. His death occurred 1870, year which many men 
were dying battle that seems incredible that anyone should have 
been touring for pleasure Europe. But war was not then total, and 
was not too difficult for travellers avoid the localized zones 
military activity. 

Dr. Bean was born July 19th, 1834, the old Dunn place 
Cherokee, the eighth district, Tennessee. was the son Robert 
Bean and great-grandson Capt. William Bean, the pioneer, who 
built the first cabin Washington County. After medical education 
(his school cannot ascertained), practiced for several years 
Micanopy, Florida, and then entered the Baltimore College Dental 
Surgery, from which was graduated 1860. practiced Augusta 
and Macon, Georgia, and during the Civil War was Hospital Steward 
charge ward one the Confederate hospitals devoted the treat- 
ment jaw fractures. After the war settled Baltimore, where 
displayed much energy and was highly esteemed. invented inter- 
dental splint and apparatus for manufacturing and administering 
nitrous oxide gas, and made valuable improvements the method 
working aluminum. was one the founders the Maryland Dental 
Society 1866. 

Tragedy resulted from chance meeting. Dr. Bean, carrying letters 
introduction from the Smithsonian Institution, had been visiting scien- 
tific museums Europe with his dental associate, Dr. Balderston, 
from whom parted Paris, journeying thence Chamonix. 
September 3d, 1870, walked the top the Brévent for its fine view 
Mont Blanc. Next day, his hotel, happened meet another 
American, John Chace Randall, Quincy, Massachusetts, man fifty 
whom Mont Blanc had become consuming passion. was 
treasurer savings bank and the father seven children. Without 
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experience had read mountaineering books until his memory 
was full Alpine anecdotes, and his knowledge glaciers was all that 
one could gain without ever having walked one. time when 
could arrange his affairs, took leave his family and sailed across 
the Atlantic feast his eyes the great white mountain. 

may not have been Randall’s original intention ascend Mont Blanc, 
but his walks the valley during fortnight, aroused his ambition 
ever higher goals, and finally the summit itself. was the leading 
spirit persuading Dr. Bean accompany him this venture, and they 
included their party Scotch clergyman, the Rev. George McCorkin- 
dale, whose sole qualification seems have been that was the last 
seven brothers, all whom had come violent ends. the spur 
the moment they engaged three guides, none the best, and set out 
September 5th spend the night the Grands Mulets, 10,000 feet 
above the sea. 

The big telescope the square was much demand next day (6th), 
for became known that owing slight break the weather the party 
had started. They were seen about 2.15 whirling snow near the 
rocks the Petits Mulets, not far below the summit. From time time 
they threw themselves down prevent being carried away the gale. 
little while later all eleven could seen through opening the 
clouds descending near the same place. one returned, and thereafter 
the summit was invisible for eight days. 

Sylvain Couttet, experienced guide charge the Grands Mulets, 
had gone down the Pierre Pointue chalet the evening the 5th, 
assuming that the tourists would remain the Grands Mulets, but the 
7th could see tracks the fresh snow. Becoming alarmed, 
took servant with him the Grands Mulets, and the same time sent 
the carpenter Chamonix with note the guide-chef, saying that 
found one the Grands Mulets would plant signal the 
snow, which case rescue party should sent. Couttet reached his 
destination two hours and found the place empty. put out the 
signal and returned Chamonix all haste, finding fourteen guides 
just setting out. But torrential rain assailed them Pierre Pointue and 
snow fell low Pierre-a-l’Echelle, forcing them descend. the 
15th Couttet saw through the telescope five black points the left the 
Petits Mulets. These were the bodies some the victims. 

Twenty-three men began the ascent the 16th and the following 
day found the bodies McCorkindale and two porters 750 feet below 
the summit, unroped with their heads uppermost, but their clothes some- 


J 


THE STRANGE DEATH DR. BEAN 103 


what torn they had fallen. There was short ice slope immediately 
above them, and 300 feet higher they came upon Dr. Bean and another 
porter, sitting down, the former with his head leaning one hand and 
the elbow knapsack, ropes coiled up, alpenstocks, axes and knapsacks 
round about them, one still containing meat, bread and cheese. Their 
location was between the top the Mur Cote and the Petits Mulets, 
but far the right the usual route. 


MONT BLANC 


face 
Mulets 
Passage 

Rouge 
Petits 
Bosses 


The route ascent began the Grands Mulets 
(1) and followed the Corridor (4), the accident occur- 
ing during the descent near the Petits Mulets (8). 


All five corpses being frozen hard, they were put into sacks and dragged 
down three days Chamonix. trace Mr. Randall and the other 
five could discovered, but the guides, continuing their quest the 
summit the 20th, 21st and 22nd, found belts and gloves the line 
the great crevasse the head the Brenva Glacier the Italian slope, 
where believed that the climbers, becoming separated from the others, 
wandered the storm and fell. 

Dr. Bean’s body was found notebook containing entries which 
make one the most pathetic documents mountaineering history 
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Mont Blanc. Temperature a.m. Monday Sept. 5th [at the Grands 
Tuesday Sept. 6th, temperature 34. ascended the top 
Mont Blanc with ten other men, eight guides and porters and Rev. Mr. 
McCorkindale and Mr. Arrd. summit o’clock when immediately 
was enveloped awful snow-storm some 15,000 ft. Dug grotto and 
spent the night very uncomfortably—was very sick all night. 

Mont Blanc, Sept. 7th. any one shall see this, they will please send it, 


this book Mrs. Bean, Jonesboro’, Tennessee, United States 
America. 


Darling Hessie: have been Mont Blanc two days 
awful snow-storm, have lost our way, are grotto hewn the 
snow 15,000 ft. above the sea. not think will ever get down. 
not, this may found some way and sent you. Let Robert 
Hunter see and have published the Baltimore papers. Have Robert 
close the business. hope will right. have provisions 


and feet are already frozen and quite exhausted. have just 
strength write these few words. 


Tell Chapin [Dr. Bean’s son] have left means for his education, and 
you must apply properly. will die good faith Jesus Christ and 
with many thoughts you and Chapin. perish bid you good bye 
and hope will meet heaven. 

Yours ever, 
James Bean 
Sept. 7th. Morn still very cold and snowing hard—much trouble with the 
men. Please write Dr. Balderston,. Poste Restante, Paris, tell him 
the accident and that effects are body, the Hotel Mont 
Blanc, and two Portmanteaus sent Post, Schweizerhof, Geneva, Suisse, and 


pay bills the Hotel, etc. You will remembered heaven for your 
kindness. 


The consul Geneva, Mr. Charles Upton, went Chamonix 
immediately receiving the news, attended the funeral and secured the 
doctor’s belongings. mentions that the landlady the hotel prepared 
the bodies with great tenderness and clipped locks hair sent 
relatives. 

Dr. Mauzett, apparently the village physician, furnished the consul 
with medical report which now strikes one curious: The 19th 
September, 1870, verified the death Dr. Bean, American. found 
that Mr. Bean died sitting posture, the tongue between his teeth, 
saying, perhaps, cold and here remain. His death 
could not have taken more than minute and half. Finally would 
seem that the Dr. reflected upon something deplorable. His death 
rather while inhaling than exhaling. The right jugular vein was entirely 
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empty blood. The left arm was broken the shoulder, perhaps 
the journey down. Hematosis not having taken place during exhalation 
was the cause his death without suffering. One his knees rested 

Dr. Bean’s wife, the former Hester Bovell, brooding upon the loss 
her husband, became insane and died within short time. Their only 
son, named for Dr. Chapin Harris, dean Baltimore College Dental 
Surgery, did not outlive boyhood. 

The Quincy Ledger September 22nd, 1911, states that 1909 
broken alpenstock with McCorkindale’s name was found the 
Bossons Glacier. 1910, inscribed ice-axe one the missing 
guides, the only relic appear the Italian side, was discovered the 
foot the Brenva Glacier. 

The New York Times January 24th, 1927, carried note announc- 
ing that pistol belonging Dr. Bean had been picked the terminus 
the Bossons Glacier. was quite customary for tourists the time 
take firearms the summit for the purpose testing the diminished 
sound firing high altitude. More than this, however, served 
give excusable scientific tone expedition which could not yet 
referred to, least America, terms pure sport. 

Shortly afterward guide found ice-axe with Bean’s name inscribed 
the shaft. These were the last evidences Mont Blanc’s worst 
disaster and had taken fifty-seven years descend 9,000 feet. 
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MEDICO-HISTORICAL NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION THE HISTORY MEDICINE 


CONSTITUENT SOCIETIES 
New York Society for Medical History 


The Society held its regular monthly meeting January 1945, Squibb 
Hall, 745 Fifth Avenue, New York. Dr. Waldemar Kaempffert, Science Editor 
The New York Times spoke The Press and Organized Medicine.” 


NATIONAL NEWS 
Cleveland, Ohio 


When the Cleveland Medical Library Association celebrated its fiftieth anni- 
versary November 26-27, 1944, announcement was made that the Museum 
Historical Medicine the Cleveland Medical Library will named the 
future the Dittrick Museum Cultural and Historical Medicine, honor Dr. 
and Mrs. Howard Dittrick. The Dittricks have been untiring their efforts 
build the museum. Dr. Dittrick became curator the Museum 1928; 
1935 was named Director, position has held ever since. For description 
the collections this Museum cf. this Bulletin, 1940, Vol. pp. 1214-1245. 


Kentucky 


December has been designated Jane Todd Crawford Day Governor 
Simeon Willis, thus commemorating one the outstanding feats American 
medical history. Mrs. Crawford was the patient upon whom Dr. Ephraim 
McDowell (1771-1830), pioneer Kentucky physician, performed the first success- 
ful ovariotomy history. Previously, the Kentucky State Medical Association 
had erected monument memory Mrs. Crawford and Dr. McDowell 
Danville. 


Texas 


feature the meeting the Texas Academy Science, which was held 
Galveston November 9-11 the Medical Branch the University Texas, 
was several exhibits prepared for the occasion. These included old and rare 
medical books, scientific poetry, and scientific illustrations. 


NEWS FROM EUROPE 
England 


The University Cambridge has received important gift old scientific 
instruments and books through the generosity Mr. Whipple. The formal 
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presentation was made the Regent House November 1944. Sir Henry 
Dale, M., president the Royal Society, opened the exhibition the collection 
with address which emphasized the importance the study the history 
science, and expressed the hope that the Whipple Collection would become the 
nucleus History Science Museum and Library, which would become 
center university research the subject. 

Among the scientific instruments are examples each important type micro- 
scope from the days Robert Hooke and Leeuwenhoek the end the 19th 
century. Other instruments include astrolabes, nocturnals, sundials, telescopes 
(one made and used Sir William Herschel), and numerous surveying, mathe- 
matical, optical, and physical instruments, scales, and weights. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


The Religious and Philosophical Aspects van Helmont’s Sci- 
ence and Medicine. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1944. 
pages. [Supplements the Bulletin the History Medicine, No. 2.] $1.00. 


his analysis the religious and philosophical aspects van sci- 
ence and medicine, Pagel has contributed valuable but thankless addendum 
our knowledge neglected period medical history. say thankless because 
must admitted that the contemporary world science has little interest 
and less patience with the vaporous speculations the mystical group physi- 
cians and scientists” the transition period between the Mediaeval and the 
modern world. say valuable because, nolens volens, modern science will have 
face, reargue and resolve the very same problems that tried the spirit and 
the brains Paracelsus, Stahl, and van Helmont, and because those tasks 
Pagel’s illuminating analysis must prove most helpful. 

What that troubled van Helmont? The problem disease; the problem 
being and entities; the sources human knowledge, and the potentialities and 
limits pure reason. Our self-assured world believed that these problems had 
been definitively solved the sciences nosology and diagnosis, anatomy and 
histology, neural physiology, and experimental psychology. But more 
recent years the solutions have been questioned, and the problems which was 
thought they had resolved have been revived and reanimated. again ask, 
disease?” having come realize that our specific diagnostic labels and 
our specific aetiologies not afford adequate answer the question. 
our preoccupation with psychosomatic medicine have revived the problems 
being and entities. Van Helmont’s contention that Body” and are 
different aspects the same living whole, rather than entities inimical subordi- 
nate each other, basic assumption psychosomatic medicine. His concepts 
this score, however, are superior those the psychosomatic school, for they 
approximate more closely the holistic modern psychiatry are 
again concerned with one van Helmont’s main problems, how the non-corporeal 
connected with and acts upon matter. 

Van Helmont’s expositions are cast the ideological patterns his age and 
expressed the religicus and cosmological terms his time. some little 
effort possible restate his thesis and his arguments the current vernacular, 
and they then become meaningful and significant our present day science. 
this direction Pagel’s monograph particularly noteworthy. Another merit 
Pagel’s contribution his insistence the vital relation which man’s belief 
bears his work. This relationship has been neglected the history science. 
Particularly the case such complicated personalities Descartes, Pascal, 
Paracelsus, and van Helmont, has been the practice consider their personali- 


Vide the writer’s article, Biodynamic vs. Psychosomatic Medicine,” Bulletin the 
Menninger Clinic, Vol. No. (July, 1944), pp. 116-121. 
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ties, their faith, and their beliefs private matters without bearing their scien- 
tific work and concern the historian. Pagel clearly demonstrates that 
the case van Helmont his religious motives led him one and the same time 
regard human reason with scepticism, and look empiricism the way 
truth and reality. 

The monograph complete itself, but could read with greater profit 
conjunction with Pagel’s excellent treatise Religious Motives the Medical 
Biology the Century.? 

Iaco GALDSTON. 


Truax. Joseph Lister, Father Modern 
York: The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1944. 287 pp., illustrations. $3.50. 


There exist several good biographical studies Joseph Lister, the most authori- 
tative among them being Sir Rickman John Godlee’s Lord Lister.” The author 
the present volume well aware this fact, but her reason for adding new 
item the list seems that they failed widely popular” (p. 15). The 
aim this popular book (p. 16) describe Lister’s work, the birth modern 
surgery and its rapid development during his long and active life. addi- 
tion, attempts tell the personal story Joseph Lister, the story man and 
the woman deeply loved” (viz. Lady Joseph Lister). 

Judged biography, the book not without merit. hardly adds any 
unknown facts gives any entirely new interpretation Lister’s personality and 
work. But the other hand, presents Lister’s achievement wide back- 
ground surgical history the nineteenth century. Moreover, deals with 
these matters way which should also intelligible the layman. There are 
few inaccuracies but they are the whole negligible compared the mistakes 
one often encounters other popular publications. The author has good knowl- 
edge the subject matter also proved the bibliography the end the 
volume. 

therefore somewhat regrettable that Miss Truax has not confined herself 
presenting popular biography the strict sense. Apparently she felt that 
something else was needed give the book popular appeal, and therefore injected 
certain fictional note. From time time passages are inserted where the char- 
acters (usually Lister and his wife) engage conversations and where certain 
situations are described, which this reviewer’s knowledge are not supported 
any sources. These lyric interludes not seriously infringe upon the truthfulness 
the account whole, nor are they numerous extensive enough change 
the character the book from biography biographical novel. But they tend 
place the borderline between these two literary forms and appear 
unnecessary concession readers who are not able peruse book for the 
intrinsic value its subject. 

TEMKIN. 


Walter Pagel, Religious Motives the Medical Biology the XVIIth Century,” 
Bulletin the Institute the History Medicine (February, 1935), Vol. III, pp. 
97-128. 
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Doctor Comes California. The Diary John Griffin, Assistant Surgeon 
with Dragoons, 1846-1847. With Introduction and Notes 
George Walcott Ames, Jr. and Foreword George Lyman, M.D. San 
Francisco: California Historical Society, 1943. [Special Publication Number 
18, reprinted from the California Historical Society Quarterly, Vol. XXI, 
No. and Vol. XXII, No. 1.] pp., illustrated. $2.25. 


When war with Mexico was declared 1846, the General Staff the 
Army launched three campaigns. Mexico was invaded from Texas 
army under General Zachary Taylor; little later General Winfield Scott was 
land troops Vera Cruz and capture Mexico City; Colonel (later General) 
Stephen Kearny was capture Santa and then march west California 
where would supported naval and marine forces. All three campaigns 
were successfully concluded, result which the territory now embracing the 
states New Mexico, Arizona, and California was annexed the United States. 

Kearny’s march from Santa California with his Army the West” 
(actually composed little more than 100 men!) one the epics the South- 
west. The 1000 miles which lay ahead him were uninhabited except scattered 
tribes Indians, who fortunately were not hostile the time; the terrain was the 
most difficult imaginable for both man and beast, composed was desert and 
rugged ranges without any roads whatsoever. Hitherto only Indians and white 
scouts like Kit Carson had used the route which followed the Gila River most 
the way. get through with 100 men and mules, supply wagons, and guns was 
small undertaking. With Kit Carson their guide, the expedition succeeded, 
but not without the most extreme hardships. Most the mules died, water and 
food were scarce, supplies had abandoned, and finally when California was 
reached and their goal, San Diego, almost sight, battle with the enemy nearly 
resulted the annihilation the tiny army. Ultimate success came, however, 
when naval forces San Diego came the relief the besieged group 
exhausted men. 

Two complete diaries this expedition are preserved: William Hemsley 
Emory’s Notes Military Reconnoissance, from Fort Leavenworth, Missouri, 
San Diego, California 30th Cong., Sess., Exec. Doc. (1848), 
and that Dr. John Griffin, graduate medicine the University Penn- 
sylvania and the medical officer attached the expedition. The latter published 
its entirety now for the first time. Dr. Griffin, who afterwards settled Los 
Angeles and became one its leading citizens, has provided with one the 
most important documents the history the Army the West” and early 
days California, which Bancroft used extensively for his History 
California. 

this instance, many others connected with the exploration and develop- 
ment the West, are indebted physician for the literary recording 
events and description the land. This phenomenon is, course, easily under- 
standable since physicians were relatively well educated men, who would more 
liable keep diaries and interested describing unknown lands with eye 
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their flora and fauna than the pioneer scouts and adventurers. Another diary 
this same time, that Henry soldier the Mormon Battalion 
which followed Kearny’s army California more southern route, while 
interesting because its narration daily events, etc., does not contain much 
descriptive material. The young army surgeon’s diary combination log, 
geography, Baedeker, and medical case book, covering the period between Sep- 
tember 26, 1846 and August 17, 1847 when California was safely the hands 
American forces. medical interest are his descriptions wounds inflicted 
the lances the enemy, the diseases which prevailed California (diarrhoes, 
dysenteries, and influenza), notes about their treatment, case rabies, and 
post mortem. 

Detailed maps from Emory’s Notes Military Reconnoissance showing the 
route taken the Army the West” have been happily included this publi- 
cation and are great aid the reader orienting himself while following the 
daily events. The editor, Mr. George Walcott Ames, Jr. has supplemented the 
text with 140 useful notes identifying personalities mentioned, elaborating events, 
and providing additional references. are very glad that the California His- 
torical Society saw fit make special reprint this diary first published three 
parts its Quarterly, and thereby made available attractive form 
wider audience. 


GENEVIEVE MILLER. 


Alfred Golder (in collaboration with Thomas Bailey and Lyman Smith), 
The March the Mormon Battalion from Council Bluffs California, Taken from the 
Journal Henry Standage. New York and London: The Century Co., 1928. 
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